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A NEW NAME... 


has been joyfully added to the LUTHER 
LIFE staff. Mrs. Paul Santmire (Sue) is 
sharing editorial and office responsi- 
bilities with editor Hoh. 

Sue—in her spare time—is working 
toward her doctorate in Semitics, 
which she began at Harvard and is 
continuing at the University of Penn- 
sylvania. She knows English, German, 
Latin, Greek, Hebrew, Arabic, Ara- 
maic, and is currently studying Ak- 
kadian. 

Her husband, Paul, was on the Chris- 
tian Vocation Division committee of 
LLA a few years ago, and caravaned 
in 1955. ; 
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ELEVEN 
O’CLOCK 


by WALLACE DAVIDSOR 


T was eleven o’clock at night and bitter cold. The thermometer on th 

corner of the drugstore read six below. The snow crackled under foo 

as I made my way home. My mind raced in gusts, like the wind tha 
swept through the corners. 

The birthday party I left a few blocks back seemed distant an: 
jumbled now. There high school friends were still being gay and care 
free and happy. So far away. Why had I been called? It was almost tim 
to come home anyway. My mother hadn’t phoned me home for months 
now that I was thirteen. Why was I called? Why not my brother? H 
was older, stronger. Had he been called too? Where was he this elever 
o'clock ? 

Leaning on the wind I drew my coat around me tighter and turtle 
like pulled down my head and stared out between the upturned collar: 
Why stare so hard into the white soft fog of snow? Did I expect her t 
meet me in this weather? The steps to home are still a quarter mile away 

Does everyone feel that peculiar nausea when unknown fear sud 
denly replaces unconcern? It’s a nausea all over, that clings to every fibr 
like a pungent musk. That clings so close that you want to run, but yo 
don’t because you're afraid it will come along. Suppose you do not esca 
by running, then what will you do? Better not to run and not find ou 
Does everyone feel like this in the snow and wind at eleven o'clock? 

Why did mother call me? 

Out of the swirling white a small figure came toward me. A di 
grey figure—and yet undefined perception can be more real than visio 
Of course it was she. A thousand non-visual stimuli compelled my mi 
to know. In the intricacies of insight conclusions are binding. 

We met beneath a lamp post and as she turned to accompany 
she said softly, “Your father has not come home from work.” 

Another gust of thoughts swirled and sifted and settled in laye 
on my consciousness. 

So many railroad accidents that it might have been. He worked f 
the railroad. Why did I assume there had been one? A misstep descen 


ing the cab ladder. Perhaps a rung sheated in ice. Those heavy endlessly 
rolling impersonal wheels. Or maybe not hearing—how could one hear 
in all this wind? They had no right to expect him to hear. Not hearing 
the sound of a freight car cut loose, or the noise of the warning whistle. 
Or maybe it was after the job and he was leaving for home from the 
yards in the tenderloin of the city. Waiting on some lonely anonymous 
corner for the rattletrap street-car so long in coming. Waiting there alone 
in this cold and snow at eleven o'clock, at the mercy of the human flotsam 
that drifted the streets at night. 

Why were these thoughts so clear and the easier images of an or- 
dinary traffic jam or some special yard assignment or any of a hundred 
casual explanations—why did these not equally crowd my mind? 

Does everybody live with fear, as the coal miner's son knows the 
knife thrust of the colliery whistle when it blows between shifts, as the 
policeman’s family dreads the ringing of the phone in the early morning 
hours, or the soldier’s wife trembles at a telegram. 

Somewhere a million miles away and in a distant past, people I once 
knew were saying goodbyes at a birthday party. Gay and carefree. Could 
I never return ? 

Here finally the steps to the door of home. The door flung open. 
My brother’s happy smile. Just a delay. Nothing more. Father had 
phoned. 

Forget it, the fear, the nausea, the cold, the wind. Erase the past 
hour—or was it a year. Return to the carefree. Find it again, but it will 
not come. And strange, no enthusiasm to coax it back. 

Mother had called me. She had needed me. I was thirteen now. I 
was thirteen yesterday too, but not really I suppose. Does everyone get 
older so quickly? From this moment forward being gay and carefree 

would come only on occasion. Between eleven o'clock and now—what- 
ever time it is—my childhood had passed. 

From now on, to be only happy would be a mark of failure, to be 
free from concern would be impossible, and to find life beautiful by first 
conquering its ugliness would be the only way to integrity. 

My father was alive, but this night at eleven o’clock something of 
me had died, or was it being born. 


EVENTS 


CLEAN-UP AT CORNELL 


With the coming of the warm weather two things happer 
to us. First we get sluggish and lazy. Then we get a strong 
desire to do something. We try to avoid odd jobs around the 
house, yet are ready for a game of ball. We might spend the 
day cleaning our car. Mother moves furniture. Dad putter: 
around the garden or works at his favorite hobby. It’s a clean 
ing out of the old and making way for the new. 

This summer 2100 youth will be cleaning out the old. They 
will be at the Luther League of America convention for the 
week of August 17 to 22 on the campus of Cornell University 
They will be challenged tc 
clean out the old and make 
way for the new. 

Your ideas about Luthe: 
League will be challenged 
You will form new policies a 
the business meetings and a 
you elect officers to conduc 
the business of 11A. Yo 
will find ways to improv 
your league program bac 
home as you see what thing 
~ have been done, as you me 

. other leaguers and exchang 
ideas with them, as you pa 
ticipate in workshops an 
learn new techniques an 
R ideas in a variety of leag 

concerns, 

You will rethink yo 
faith. Old ideas and doub 
will be challenged. You wi 
be stimulated with fresh i 
sights into the Christian fai 
by the keynote speaker, D 
G. Elson Ruff, editor of T. 


EVENT: 


Lutheran, as he presents the theme “In CORNELL CHEER 
This Sign Conquer” in language that you let’s all agree that... 
can hang on to. under all the sun... 
By the way, better start exercising your there is nothing .. . 
leg muscles. You will have to use them half as enjoyable .. . 
to get around the campus. Be prepared as a room... 
with your summer clothes—the weather full— 
will be hot. Be on the lookout for the and | mean full— 
various distinctive insignia of delegations Of... 
—it may be a headpiece, badge, piece of leagues who are anxious... 
clothing, etc. Bring your earmuffs to to work together... 
deaden the thunder of the roaring of at Cornell together . 
state/synodical yells. so let’s keep at it! 


FLASHES FROM LOCAL LEAGUES 


St. John’s of Kailua, Hawaii has had a variety of activities. 
They have presented films on dating, had outside speakers to 
tell of Christian witnessing on the job. The Speakers included 
a doctor, a pastor, a hospital administrator, a jet pilot, and a 
construction engineer. 


St. John’s League in Wellington, Kansas is happy to tell 
us how it grew from 8 members to 37. Mixing a good program 
of evangelism with interesting activity has spurred the growth. 
They have conducted worship services at a nearby nursing 
home and have been in charge of the Book Corner in the 
local church. A “‘scavenger hunt’ for LWF clothing was 
followed by a square dance and used clothing was the price of 
admission. Future plans are to paint the front and back porch 

of the parish house, clean out the parish house and church 
basements, built a coat rack for the church, and to be trained 
by the Evangelism Committee of their congregation to call on 
League and Church School prospects. 


Congratulations to the following officers recently elected 
‘by leaguers in Christ Evangelical Church, Louisville: prexy, 
June Wagner; vice-prexy, Robert Hild; recording secretary, 
Karyl Davis; and corresponding secretary, Janelle Meisinger. 


HAWAII 


KANSAS 


NEBRASKA 


EVENTS 


OHIO 


MONTANA 


NORTH 
DAKOTA 


For an Easter project leaguers of Jerusalem, Acme parish. 
Ohio planted and potted geranium slips for delivery to shut- 
ins during their semi-annual visit. Devotions and special music 
were given for each shut-in. 


Rocky Boy Reservation, Box Elder, Montana enjoys a full 
Luther League program and offers the young people clubs in 
which they turn out handcrafts under the direction of Pastos 
and Mrs. John E. Dehaan. 


St. Mark’s League of Fargo, N. D. had a spring exchange 
meeting with St. John’s of Duluth, Minn. at Fargo. Topic anc 
devotions were followed by a basketball game and bowling 
55 leaguers and chaperones attended the weekend event. Jul} 
10-12 will be a turnabout affair with Fargo leaguers going tc 
Duluth. 


PITTSBURGH TACKLES CAMP JOBS . 


Pittsburgh 
also 


plays 


Early in 1959 twenty Luther Leaguers gave of their time anc 
paid to work at the Lutheran Service Society of Pittsburgh 
This was the first of many weekend work camps that the 
Pittsburgh synod Luther League is sponsoring. Under the 
direction of Roy Henrickson of the Zelienople Children’: 
Home, the work campers washed down the walls of the seconc 
floor of the Society's headquarters. 

This community of believers recreated, worshipped, studied. 
and worked together. On Saturday night a banquet was helc 
with Pastor Richard Brunk of McKees Rocks bringing the 
message. Guests were Dr. Himmelman, president of the synod. 
and Pastor Holm 
quist, director o! 
the Society. A 
study group help 
ed explain the 
work of the socia 
worker and th 
Society. 


EVENT: 


ONLY ONE MISSIONARY 


Lutheran churches in North America support 1,624 mis- 
sionaries on 35 foreign fields. Of this total, 172 new mis- 
sionaries went to the field during 1958 while 166 returned 
after furloughs. Total number of missionaries sent out was 
338, headed for 31 countries. 

Since the 1956 report, the number of missionaries from 
North America has increased by one, the 1956 figure being 
1,623. 

Largest number of Lutheran missionaries from this continent 
are sponsored by the Lutheran Church—RMissouri Synod which 
has 352 people in the field. Africa continues to have the largest 
percentage of missionaries with a total of 547 in 1958. 

In the two-year period the ULCA has turned over $3,000,- 
000 worth of mission property in India to the Andhra Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church in India, granting the national church 
full control. The American Lutheran Church turned over more 
than $1,000,000 worth of mission property to the South 
Andhra Lutheran Church in India. 


YOUTH SET PRECEDENT 


Young people of a church in Oslo, Norway, set a precedent 
for Oslo when they formed a choir to lead the singing at their 
worship services. Oslo churches usually depend on a small 
group of paid singers. 

Formed to encourage young people to take a more active 
part in the church service, the choir has resulted in better 
church attendance among this age group. 


TAPEWORMS, GUINEA PIGS, AND DOLLS 


Recently the Paris office of UNICEF was called upon to 
provide a shipment of pickled tapeworms (to help health 
workers recognize the signs of a serious local disease), 400 
guinea pigs for laboratory purposes, and a gross of baby dolls, 
unborn, for midwifery instruction in Africa. Locating the 
pickled tapeworms was bad enough, but the real trouble lay 


“in the other items. The customs declaration for the guinea 


pigs failed to allow for a natural multiplication enroute; and 


VENTS 


the baby dolls—thoughtfully supplied in black plastic— 
—evoked a sharp letter pointing out that African babies at 
birth tend to be pale olive or even pink. 


HIGHWAYS AND HEDGES 


“Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” The 
church in the West Coast, British Guiana, Berbice parish 
wondered for awhile. The annual report showed a loss 
in membership. The handful of members were chal- 
lenged. Two days later when the new confirmation class 
started, the members themselves brought 24 candidates 
for enrollment. 

Members of Good Shepherd, Rosignol, had the same 
problem. When they heard of the achievements in 
Nazareth, they decided to try the same thing, sending 
out three women to call. In four days they presented 
31 for the adult confirmation class and 15 for the junior 
class—a total of 46. 


THE BABY SYNOD 


What an exciting and adventurous year the Michigan “Mission” 
Synod Luther League has had. Known as the “Baby Synod’ with its 
continuous growth in mission churches, we have almost doubled in 
Luther League membership in the last few years. 


A little over a year ago a Synod Youth Committee was established. 
(LLM formerly was under the Committee on Parish Education). Mem- 
bership of the committee consists of (1) youth from 
state Luther League; (2) clerical; and (3) lay adults. 
st foes The purpose of this committee is to assist with the 
conducting of a training session, advisors workshops, 

and the Presidents’ Conference. 

Let's see what some of the adventures were. We'll start with the 
rally last October. The theme “'stewardship” was developed at each 
one of the four conferences. A play was given and then the leaguers 
were divided into groups to discuss just what stewardship is. The 
attendance at these four conference rallies was over 700. This is the 
largest attendance LLM has ever had at a rally. 


Advisors and sponsors attended the first workshop of its kind in 
LLM. The program was presented so as to strengthen the advisors and 


id 


EVENT 


sponsors in the total concerns of the Church for youth. It is our hope 
to have a workshop for advisors once a year. 

February 6, 7 were the dates of the Presidents’ Conference where 
over 70 presidents and/or representativs gathered for two days of 
sessions, devotions, workshops, buzz groups, and fellowship. This is 
the second conference held and is the best way for promoting the five- 
fold program. 

The ‘Monitor,’ our LLM 
quarterly paper, is written by the 
leaguers about their activities, 
processed by the same church for 
a period of one year and sent to 
each league in bulk. This paper 
is three years old. 

The 25th anniversary conven- 
tion of LLM, June 26-28, 
promises to be something fabu- 
lous. The theme, “More than 
We Are,” is the study of prayer. 
“We've invited the presidents 
and representatives from the 
sister Churches with which we MICHIGAN SYNOD OFFICERS 
will be merging. The past presi- 
dents will participate in “This 
Is Your Life LLM” following the banquet. 

It has been a most rewarding year for us on the LLM executive com- 
mittee to visit local leagues and present the whole gamut: devotions, 
topic, five-fold program, and the LLM-LLA program. Most of the 
leagues we visit have had only one or two meetings (they're mostly 
mission churches) and asked for help in starting a Luther League. 


ot 


CELL SKIT AUTHOR 


Patricia Conrad was the author of the ‘‘Cell Skit’ in the June issue. 
We did not have her name at printing time. 


HOSTS MAKE HISTORY 


For the first time in the history of the ULCA—and probably the 
first time in the history of American Lutheranism—an all-Negro con- 
gregation was host to a Lutheran synodical convention. It was the 31st 
convention of the New York-New England synod in May at Boston, 
Mass., and the church was Emmanuel Lutheran. Formerly an independ- 
ent non-Lutheran congregation, it was received as a member of the 
synod in May, 1956. 
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eae 1956, thousands of persons 
the nation over have heard ser- 
mons delivered in person by a host 
of our athletic heroes—Doak Walker, 
Otto Graham, Carl Erskine, Dan 
Towler, Kyle Rote, Bob Fenimore, 
Donn Moomaw, Robin Roberts, Alvin 
Dark, and Bud Wilkinson to pin-point 
a few. To be sure, their phraseology 
may have been off-beat as compared 
with the frocked minister. Neverthe- 
less, theirs has been a message straight 
from the heart as to how God has 
guided their lives. 

The opportunity to shake hands and 


CHRISTIAN ATHLETES 


by WELDON WOODSON 


talk person to person with these stal- 
warts in the athletic firmament is due 
to their sponsor, Fellowship of Chris- 
tian Athletes, with headquarters at 
Norman, Oklahoma. A partial list of 
the advisory board consists of Branch 
Rickey, Pittsburgh Pirates executive, 
plus these clergymen, all former ath- 
letes themselves: Dr. Louis Evans, 


Rev. Bob Richards, Dr. Glenn Olds, 
Dr. R. J. Robinson, Rev. Roe John- 
ston, and Rev. Charles Dowell. 
FCA’s administrative director and 
founder is young Don McClanen, 
former high school and college basket- 


ball coach. McClanen first began to 
hope for such an organization back 
on a Sunday in March of 1947, when 
he gave a three-minute speech before 
a congregation in a church at Still- 
water, Oklahoma. His topic: “Making 
My Vocation a Christian One.” 

It caused him to think about how 
he, in the coaching business, could 
make the most effective Christian 
witness. Nearly everyone is capitaliz- 
ing on well-known social phenom- 
enon of hero worship, he reasoned. 
If guys like Otto Graham or Bob 
Feller tell kids to eat a certain kind 


Sma 


Advisory board meeting of the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes. To the right, Branch Rickey, executive of the 
Pittsburgh Pirates, conveys certain details to Dr. Louis 
Evans, seated. Listening in on the conversation, stand- 
ing, to the left is Rev. Roe Johnston, the right, Don Mc- 
Clanen, Founder and Administrative Director of Fellow- 
ship of Christian Athletes. 
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of cereal, kids eat that kind of cereal. 
Why, then, if sports stars can endorse 
breakfast foods, cigarettes or sports- 
wear, why can’t they also endorse 
Christianity ? 

For seven years following _ this, 
McClanen garnered notes on persons 
in the sports world whose lives testi- 
fied to their Christian thinking. In 
April of 1954, he dispatched a letter 
to 19 such men, inquiring if they 
would be interested in devoting their 
time and talents, without profit, to 
speaking to young people in behalf of 
an organization to be christened the 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes. 

“I tried to explain the idea that 
youth hero-worships athletes—that if 
an organized effort by athletes could 
be made to appear before them, much 
good would come of it,” he said. 

The response was more than 80 
per cent enthusiastic. Among the char- 
ter members of the “team’’ were Doak 
Walker, Ernest Mehl, Otto Graham 
and Carl Erskine. Shortly after its in- 
ception, Fellowship of Christian Ath- 
letes added to its roster such persons 


OFFICIAL 
ANNOUNCEMENT 


The Luther League 
of America biennial 


convention will be 
held at Cornell Uni- 
versity, Ithaca, New 
York, August 17-22, 
1959. 


12 


as Robin Roberts, Alvin Dark, George 
Kell, Adrian Burk, Harry Stuhldreher 
and Vernon Law—a total of 65 fig- 
ures from the sports world. 

A non-profit, non-denominational 
program, FCA was underwritten the 
first year by a group of Pittsburgh 
business men, headed by Branch 
Rickey. Also assisting it financially 
were contributions by Oklahomans. 
Since then charitable foundations and 
individual sponsors have rendered aid. 

A native of Morrisville, Pennsyl- 
vania, Don McClanen matriculated at 
Oklahoma A & M College where he 
received -a degree in physical educa- 
tion in 1950 and a master’s degree 
in education in 1953. Although he 
didn’t play basketball for Henry Iba 
at A & M, he picked up some of the 
Iron Duke’s know-how by acting as 
the team’s manager. 

His initial coaching job was at the 
hamlet of Norfolk, Oklahoma. From 
there he advanced to Eastern Okla- 
homa A & M at Wilburton, and in 
four seasons his teams won the Okla- 
homa junior college championship 
once and finished a second twice. One 
of his teams reached the finals of 
the National Junior College Tourna- 
ment at Hutchison, Kansas. 

When McClanen sent the letters to 
19 athletes in April of 1954 to learn 
if they would join in with the FCA 
movement, he held the position of 
basketball coach at Wilburton and 
intended to remain there. The success 
of the FCA plan and the work that 
was involved, however, forced him 
to resign his position and devote his 
full time to the Fellowship. The first 
FCA rally was held in the early part 
of 1956 in Denver, followed by cam- 
paigns in many cities. 


George Kell said: “I look to Christ 
to help carry that extra load. I get 
money for endorsing razor blades; 
what I get for endorsing the Lord is 
a lot more meaningful.” 


Otto Graham testified: “Pro foot- 
ball is no game for weaklings—every- 
one knows that. The men are rugged, 
they play hard, but they play clean. 
When men get into big-time football, 
they’re good enough not to have to 
play dirty. Before each game, we hold 
a special meeting for players in the 
dressing room. Nothing formal or 
fancy. We repeat the Lord’s Prayer 
together. We don’t pray for any spe- 
cial favors, just the prayer that Jesus 
taught His disciples. We figure that 
whatever happens on the field will be 
the right thing. This much I know 
for certain. I give God complete 
credit for the wonderful life I’ve had. 
I believe prayer is the key to success- 
ful living and I want my children to 
grow up with that knowledge.” 


Carl Erskine disclosed: ‘Big 
crowds can put tremendous pressure 
on a ball player. My prayers before a 
game now are not for victory, but 
that I be in tune with God's ways. If 
my mind gets a sense of rhythm and 
coordination, my body does too. Con- 
fusion and pressure then bother me 
less. If I neglect this meditation— 
call it an “‘inside pitch’—my mental 
conditioning is not complete. “I know 
only too well, of course, that my no- 
hit victory against Chicago and my 
14 strike outs against the Yankees 
in a World Series game belong to 
yesterday. They mean little today since 
‘each day calls for a new effort. I have 
much to be grateful for, a lot to 
learn still, but I do know the most 


important asset a person can have— 
faith in God. It gives one faith in 
self and others. It’s like a dynamo— 
it’s the difference.” 


Doak Walker said: ‘I hope that 
parents won’t discourage their young- 
sters from taking part in sports be- 
cause of publicity given to a few 
athletes who go off the beam. For 
every disgraced athlete there are thou- 
sands who through, their character 
and sportsmanship, are a wholesome 
influence on the youth of America. 
My parents made it clear to me that 
sports were not the most important 
thing in life. God had top spot in 
our family. We said the blessing be- 
fore every meal and prayed together 
over problems of the day, for our 
family and friends and for world 
peace. I have never been ashamed of 
my complete faith in God. I wouldn’t 
be human if I didn’t say I’ve loved 
the excitement of football. But the 
things that have meant most in the 
long run are the friendships gained, 
the sense of values learned, and the 
hope that perhaps in some way I’ve 
measured up to my boyhood hero.” 

Then, there have been numerous 
comments of approval of the Fellow- 
ship of Christian Athletes by former 
athletes and by prominent persons 
who extol the value of sports for 
youth: 

Methodist Dr. Glenn Olds, one- 
time four sport letterman and pro- 
fessional boxer, but now Director of 
united religious work at Cornell 
University, Ithaca, New York, in 
speaking of the movement pointed 
out that religion is not for sissies nor 
for weaklings. Rev. Charles Dowell, 
all-conference center on Oklahoma 
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University’s 1950 Sugar Bowl cham- 
pionship team and at present minister 
of the Community Presbyterian 
Church, Ft. Laramie, Wyoming, 
pledged his utmost cooperation with 
the Fellowship and was pleased, as 
a former star on the gridiron, to be 
counted’as to his Christian beliefs. 
Palmer Hoyt, Denver Post publisher, 
wrote that FCA is a “frontal attack 
on juvenile delinquency.” 

For a sampling of other commen- 
dations, there are these: 

Dr. Louis Evans, former All-Pacific 
Conference football and _ basketball 
player, Minister at Large Presbyterian 
Church: “I think this project of using 
leading athletes for Christian witness 
is an excellent idea. I believe a great 
punch can be delivered for good by 
these men.” 

Rev. Roe Johnston, All-American 
football player for Navy in 1943 and 
minister, First Presbyterian Church, 
Indianapolis, Indiana: ‘The fellow- 
ship of Christian Athletes is a natural. 
The bonds that draw athletes together 
are much the same as draw Christians 
together. Let’s win others to the Great 
Coach!” 

Dr. Jack Robinson, All-American 
and Olympic basketball player of Bay- 


lor University, 1947-48, minister, 
First Baptist Church, Augusta, 
Georgia: “I am thrilled over the 


Fellowship of Christian Athletes for 
many reasons. A chief one is that I 
am confident that this project will 
greatly strengthen churches _ every- 
where. The response of the athlete for 
his church and for the program of 
God will be enhanced and this, in 
turn, will generate enthusiasm every- 
where.” 


In August of 1956, FCA’s founder 
14 


Don McClanen launched the Fellow- 
ship’s annual conference for college 
and high school athletes at Estes Park, 
Colorado. Here they get together for 
a week of “inspiration” and “perspir- 
ation.” A portion of the inspiration 
phase comes from the scenic beauty 
of this woodland park in the shadow 
of the Rockies. The perspiration part 
includes mountain climbing, horse- 
back riding, fishing and other health- 
giving outdoor sports. 

Most beneficial of all of the activi- 
ties, however, are the personal coun- 
seling by, and fellowship with, great 
athletic aces. Morning and evening 
sessions are of an inspirational nature, 
with lectures, bull sessions and tips 
on “playing the great game of life 
under the Master Coach.” Afternoon 
sessions are workouts and demonstra- 
tions under the direction of the same 
staff of sports-hero Christians. 

In an August conference at Estes 
Park, Donn Moomaw, the rugged 
football great of a few years back at 
ULCA, sat on the ground with several 
squads of high school and college 
athletes sprawled around him. The 
youths listened to him intently. But 
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Moomaw wasn’t talking football. He 
was saying: “You are either on the 
team of God, or you're off. There is 
no in-between, no second team. 

‘For two years of my college career 
I had no contact with the church. I 
was living from pleasure to pleasure. 
There was a complete spiritual 
vacuum in my heart. In the middle 
of my junior year at UCLA I first set 
out to find the answers to this game 
of life. I started attending a church 
on the campus. I tried reading the 
Bible. I counseled with some Christian 
friends. Then I attended some meet- 
ings of a campus Christian group. I 
could see in these Christians a certain 
peace, a profound assurance that 
showed on their faces and in their 
lives. It was something I had never 
experienced on the gridiron or in any 
phase of my life. 

“Any honors I have been fortunate 
to receive on the gridiron have 
brought me no thrill that could hope 
to compare with the thrill I have in 
knowing Christ. He is my Coach in 
this greater game—this game of life. 
I can honestly say with the blind man 


of old, ‘Where once I was blind, now 
Team see." 

As a final example of Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes in action, take 
a look at Robin Roberts, pitcher for 
the Philadelphia Phillies. He is one 
of the most active of the Fellowship’s 
athletes. Yet, when first approached 
by F.C.A. officials in 1955, the young 
mound star did some hemming and 
hawing because he wasn’t sure of his 
ability to speak to young folk in a 
large crowd. 

He was told: The kids don’t care 
how you say it; it’s what you say 
that counts. Young athletes in this 
hero-worshiping country of ours eat 
up what the professionals have to say 
about playing and living right. 

Robbie said okay. He went to the 
youngsters and just talked. They loved 
it. 

“In sports as well as in life,” he 
says, ‘things often get confused, and 
we need help in straightening them 
out. Many times I’ve asked Christ to 
help me, not necessarily to win, but 
to guide me and give me strength. 
And He always has.” 


re SS SS RSS SLL SEN 


Texan (talking to an Easterner)—We sure have big fish 
down in Texas. Last summer | caught an eight-inch trout. 
Easterner—Eight inches That's not big. I’ve caught eight- 


inch trout many times. 


Texas—But down in Texas we measure them by the dis- 


tance between the eyes. 


First Student—I wonder how old Miss Jones is? 
Second Student—Quite old, | imagine; they say she used 


to teach Caesar. 
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“Ted and | are right for each other!” bubbled Jane 
as she flashed a new diamond ring before the eyes 
of her surprised parents. “He loves me and | love him.” 

“But you hardly know him,” exclaimed her mother. 
“You only met Ted last month. Shouldn’t you wait a 
bit longer before getting engaged?” 

“Oh Mother! Don’t treat me like a child. | just know 
this is right—I can feel it! After all when two people 
are’ meant for each other, like Ted and me... Oh 
what's the use! You wouldn't understand.” 

Actually Jane’s parents did understand—a lot more 
than she gave them credit for. After all, they knew 
some things about love and marriage too. 

How could they convince Jane that a hasty engage- 
ment could mean heartache and unhappiness later? 
Were Jane’s parents right in taking this attitude? How 
long should a couple know each other before becom- 
ing engaged? How long is long enough? Or it is a 
question of time at all? Just what are the serious 
considerations that should precede an engagement? 

These are questions that should confront every 
young person who seeks to find true fulfillment and 
happiness in marriage. 

It should not be entered into before a couple got 
around to some serious considerations. 

But to them an engagement was not something to 
be treated lightly—any more than marriage itself. A 
hasty engagement could mean heartache and unhap- 
piness later. 


lanes is nothing unusual about 
becoming engaged. Millions of 
young people become engaged every 
year. 


BEF ORE Times have changed. Many customs 


and mores associated with courtship 


YOU’RE and marriage in the horse and buggy 


d ] hold today—at | 
ENGAGED not in America, The picthts 6k aiid 


on his knees, with a bouquet of flowers 
in his hand, proposing to a blushing 
damsel is definitely old-fashioned and 
out of place in modern times. Even 


the time-honored custom of a young 
man asking the girl friend’s father for 
her hand in marriage seems to have 
gone by the board. In the minds of 
most modern young people, such for- 
malities are as antiquated as the dowry. 

Today everything is streamlined. Re- 
lations between young people of the 
Opposite sex are more natural, infor- 
mal, less hedged about with restric- 
tions, taboos, and formalities that 
characterized a former generation. Boy 
meets girl. They fall in love. They 
become engaged. If the young man 
can’t afford a diamond—a fraternity 
pin or class ring will do. It’s all very 
simple and easy—sometimes all too 
easy and all too fast. 

But the ease and thoughtlessness 
with which many couples become en- 
gaged—often after only a few dates 
together—is the cause of many marital 
problems and broken homes. As the 
years pass, more and more marriages 
are ending in divorce. A hasty engage- 
ment easily can mean heartache and 
unhappiness later. 

If marriage is to be taken seriously, 
then an engagement to be married 
should be taken just as seriously. It’s 
no little thing to promise your whole 
life to somebody else. Like marriage, 
engagement should be entered into 
thoughtfully, reverently, and in the 
fear of God. 

The fact that an engagement is 
easily broken does not mean that it 
should be taken lightly. Of course it’s 
better to break an engagement than 
enter upon a disastrous marriage, but 
even a broken engagement can leave 
in its wake deep hurt or bitterness. 
Often it mars the personality of one 
or both parties involved. Love is a 
powerful emotion and not to be toyed 
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with in a careless or irresponsible 
manner. 

It sometimes happens that a boy or 
a girl enters upon a hasty engagement 
and then experiences misgivings and 
regret but lacks the wisdom or courage 
to break off the relationship. This is 
especially true if the engagement has 
been publicly announced, the wedding 
date set, and one has become the re- 
cipient of congratulations and gifts 
from relatives and friends. How much 
better to have made certain of the re- 
lationship before taking such a fateful 
step. A wise man once said, “Guard 
the spoken word while you are still its 
master, for once it is spoken it be- 
comes your master.” An engagement 
to be married involves a solemn 
promise that can easily control your 
entire future. Obviously such a promise 
should not be given thoughtlessly or 
in haste. It is foolish for any young 
person to become married—or even 
engaged to be married—without first 
taking into account a number of fac- 
tors which help to determine the suc- 
cess or failure of such a venture. 


Is This Love Real 


First of all, be sure you are really 
in love. Too often young people mis- 
take the first blush of romantic love 
for the genuine article. It may be 
simply a temporary physical attraction 
which might easily disappear after 4 
few heavy dates. True love, on th 
other hand, is deep and lasting. It i 
something that becomes stronger wit 
the years. 


This is not to say that sexual attrac 
tion is unimportant in marriage. In 
deed, it is very important. It is a na 
tural, wholesome, needful part o 
marital happiness. But a life-long re 


lationship cannot be sustained on the 
basis of physical attraction alone. For 
this reason it is folly to decide to marry 
on the basis of the feelings at any 
given moment. 

Duvall and Hill, in their book, 
When You Marry, suggest the follow- 
ing ‘yardstick’ for telling whether or 
not you are really in love. Before you 
become engaged, you should be able 
to give positive answers to these ques- 
tions: 

1. Do you think of the other more 
in terms of how you may in- 
crease his or her happiness rather 
than of how happy you expect 
to be? 

2. Is your thinking and planning 
more in terms of ‘‘we,’’ what 
“we would like,” rather than in 
terms of “I’ and what’ “I 
want’? 

3. Would you rather be together; 
would you want to live with and 
grow old with each other rather 
than with any other person 
either of you knows? 

4. Are you able to work out dis- 
agreements as they arise, and do 
you find that you care more about 


the relationship than you do 
about winning a victory for 
yourself, or proving yourself 
right ? 

5. Do you see yourselves not 
merely as pleasant companions 
but as partners in a common task 
that is big enough to fulfill your 
joint dreams and aspirations ? 


Consider Back grounds 


While love is perhaps the most im- 
portant ingredient in any marriage, it 
is by no means the only consideration. 
Do not try to build your marriage 
without love—but do not try to build 
a marriage on love alone. For example, 
religious background, attitudes, and 
convictions play an important part in 
marriage and family life. Christian 
young people should be especially con- 
cerned at this point. Religious faith is 
the “spiritual cement’ of marriage. 
Where this is lacking, or where there 
are serious differences in matters of 
faith, it is exceedingly difficult, if not 
impossible, to establish a stable, happy, 
Christian home. 

A Christian home exists in the at- 
mosphere of a divine presence. When 


WAGNER LUTHERAN COLLEGE 


coeducational 


75 Acre Rural Campus Overlooking New York Harbor 
FULLY ACCREDITED PRE-PROFESSIONAL TRAINING 
Medicine, Dentistry, Law, Ministry, Engineering 
(Degrees: A.B., B.S., B.R.E., M.B.A., M.S. in Education) 


COMPLETE PREPARATION FOR CAREERS in Business Administration, 


. 


Biology, Chemistry, Medical Technology, Nursing and Teaching 


Grymes Hill—Staten Island 1, New York 
een EEennmnnnslenein nena eee ell 


US, 


two young people give themselves to 
each other in wedded love, it can be 
said that ‘God hath joined them to- 
gether.” They are aware of a divine 
guidance. Their love is enriched and 
ennobled by a shared faith. That is 
why a sharing of faith and religious 
ideals is so important when a Chris- 
tian boy’ or girl chooses a mate. 

The importance of a common re- 
ligious background for marriage is em- 
phasized by the leaders of all faiths— 
Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Jew- 
ish. The problems involved in mixed 
marriages cannot be brushed aside. 
However painful as it may be to face 
the facts, they must be faced sooner or 
later. If you find yourself falling in 
love with a Roman Catholic, seek the 
advice and counsel of your pastor be- 
fore becoming more deeply involved. 

Another factor to be considered be- 
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fore you get engaged is cultural and 
family backgrounds. In the intimate 
relationship of love, young people are 
apt to think that no one else is in- 
volved but themselves alone. If a girl 
does not like her boy friend’s family, 
she probably will say, “But I’m mar- 
rying Jim—not his family.” This 
sounds reasonable enough, but it is 
simply not true. When Jane marries 
Jim, she doesn’t marry just that part 
of him that she likes but she marries 
the whole of him—all there is of him 
—including his family relationships, 
background, friends, past experiences, 
interests, attitudes, likes and dislikes. 
If Jane doesn’t like Jim’s family, if 
the home from which he comes is not 
the kind of home she hopes to have, 
she may be headed for trouble. All of 
us tend to reflect the attitudes, stand- 
ards, and traits of our parents—often 
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quite unconsciously. The home we es- 
tablish will in all probability be pat- 
terned in large measure after the home 
from which we have come. 

Lewis M. Terman in his book, Psy- 
chological Factors in Marital Happi- 
ness, finds that the happiness of par- 
ents and happiness in childhood are 
among the most important factors in 
determining success or failure in mar- 
riage. Obviously a young person can- 
not alter the experience of childhood 
or change his parents. He can, how- 
ever, choose a mate with discretion, 
keeping in mind the important part 
which family background plays in any 


matriage. 


W hat’s He/She Like? 


Finally, before you get engaged, 
know all you can about the person- 
ality and character of the other person. 

Coleridge once said, ‘Some people 
want better bread than can be made 
out of wheat.’ Some people expect a 
happier marriage than is possible from 
the kind of personalities that go into 
it. If persons have small, mean, selfish 
personalities—the home they will es- 
tablish will be small, mean, and selfish. 

Before becoming engaged, a boy 
and a girl should know a great deal 
about each other. They should learn to 
know each other in a variety of situa- 
tions—at play, at work, in the home, 
at worship, with other people—young 
and bold. The old rut of “dance and 
park” will hardly afford the necessary 
variety. Remember the glamor date 
does not necessarily make the best 
wife. By the same token, a fellow 
may have a snappy car and an athletic 
build and still not make a good hus- 
band. Since all of us have ways of 
covering up our weak points, beware 
the “‘camouflage.’’ Don't fall for the 


smooth line, but try to find out what 
the person is really like. 

Young people who want a happy 
marriage will learn all they can about 
the other person’s ideals, philosophy of 
life, and traits of character. They will 
discuss varied topics and subjects from 
a personal point of view—exchange 
opinions, attitudes, likes and dislikes, 
hopes, dreams, ambitions. They will 
discuss the kind of home they want 
to establish, the things they want to 
do, the life they want to share. 

Of course, all this takes time— 
months, even years. But time invested 
in this way is an investment in your 
future happiness. Do not be rushed or 
stampeded into a hasty engagement. 
If your relationship will not stand this 
kind of honest, thoughtful considera- 
tion, it will not stand the test of mar- 
riage either. 

After all, “marriage is a holy estate, 
ordained of God, and to be held in 
honor by all.” Only those who ap- 
proach it with the respect and honor 
it deserves can expect to know the joy 
and blessing it bestows. 


| TOPIC HELPS | 


Just what does “engagement” mean to 
you? How can a couple know they are in 
love? Could you discuss your own beliefs and 
ideas concerning engagements with your 
parents? If they gave you advice, would you 
follow it? What does this articles writer mean 
when he speaks of the “divine presence” in 
a relationship? Is it necessary? 

What effect do newsstand magazines of love 
and marriage have on young people? 
WORSHIP SUGGESTIONS 

HYMNS: 382 CSB “Take My Life,” 276 CSB 
“Love Divine All Love Excelling,” 

SCRIPTURE: | Corinthians 13; Philippians 
2:2-5 
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EXPANDING 
UNIVERSE 


by 
CHARLES 
SARDESON 


T ODAY nearly everyone talks about 
the world getting smaller. Not 
long ago I met a man who was going 
fishing for the weekend in Spain. The 
newest books are being read in Cairo 
just as quickly as they are in San Fran- 
cisco or Philadelphia or Toronto. 

A few weeks ago I was sitting in 
St. Mark’s Square, Venice, sipping a 
cup of hot chocolate and waiting for 
a string quartet to tune up and begin 
a Sunday afternoon concert. I thought 
it would be delightful to hear some 
romantic Italian melodies in that most 
charming place. The first number was 
“Dixie.” It is a very small world to- 
day. Anywhere is close to everywhere. 

At the same time, the world is get- 
ting bigger. I think the world is 
frightfully big today, just because it is 
shrinking. What has happened is that 
everything has been moved close to- 
gether. All the problems and needs 
and hopes and fears of people are 
rubbing right up against each other. 
In our small world the consequences 
of what people do are bigger than 
ever before in history. The emotions 
and longings of entire populations are 
overflowing across the whole earth. 

I have driven through many com- 
munities in our country where every- 
one is just about the same in back- 
ground, interest and experience. In 
such communities the rest of the world 
seems a long way off and proportions 
are thrown out of scale. It is rather 
like looking at the mountains from 
miles out on the plain. Some people 
are still trying to live by the maps in 
their ten-year old encyclopedias with- 
out ever realizing how things have 
changed. 

People used to look at the Rock of 
Gibraltar and feel it was a strong point 


of security. Some people still do. But 
today one has only to look at the 
wisps of white exhaust high in the sky 
above ‘“The Rock” to see how it has 
shrunk, how very much bigger the 
world of defense and attack has grown. 
To many people, the problems of race 
in today’s world seem remote and un- 
important. However, when you have 
walked among the awakening masses 
of Africa and India and China, you 
know how big the problem is and how 
it is expanding. 


It’s Your World 


But my real concern right now is 
not for the size of the world, but for 
the size of your world. Is your world 
big enough to be as real as the world 
around you? Are you growing big 
enough to live in that world as a 
Christian? I ask those questions be- 
cause I know a lot of people who are 
living in very small circles. 

About ten years ago a new apart- 
ment building opened in New York. 
Part of the advertising campaign em- 
phasized that with all the new shops 
and other conveniences located right 
in the building, it would be quite pos- 
sible for anyone to go for weeks with- 
out ever getting outside the building 
unless he desired to do so. That makes 
the world a small place for anyone who 
wants it so—about two blocks across. 

I have known people like that also. 
They can go for weeks without ever 
stepping outside themselves. They can 
somehow roam around for days right 
inside their own lives without giving 
a cate for anything beyond. That 
makes the world about as small as it 
can get. 

At the time Alaska was becoming a 
state the Saturday Evening Post had a 
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clever cartoon. It showed an Eskimo 
who had built his igloo out on the 
edge of the ice. That was not enough; 
he was outside sawing through the ice 
around his igloo. Two other Eskimos 
were watching him as one said to the 
other: “Don’t worry about him. He 
was against the idea of Statehood from 
the beginning.’”” You can make the 
world just about as small as you want 
to by closing the doors and windows 
of your mind and moving in on your- 
self, cutting everything else off. 

Our calling as Christians, however, 
is to live in as big a world as we can. 
Somewhere, I read of a teacher who 
stated that he conceived of his profes- 
sion as being like a policeman direct- 
ing traffic with one great exception. 
“A policeman,” he said, ‘exists to pre- 
vent collisions. I feel that I exist to 
cause them—to cause collisions be- 
tween the minds of my students and 
great ideas.” There is the story of the 
day when Robert Peary walked into a 
book store in Washington and by 
chance picked up a book on the North 
Pole. As he browsed through its pages 
he suddenly determined to go there. 
That was a collision that made the 
world much bigger for one man, and 
consequently for many others. 
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Now I want to ask you very se- 
riously: how big is your world? The 
answer is going to depend largely on 
what kind of Christian you are. A few 
yeafs ago everyone was singing: “He 
holds the whole world in his hand.” 
That He, of course, was God. Those 
words sound fine, but they need some 
measurements before they really say 
much. The person whose universe is 
as small as himself, does not need 
much of a hand to hold him. Conse- 

uently, he does not need much of a 
God behind that hand. Any person 
who really sees the world in all its 
gigantic implications, will have a real 
arm load, and will require quite a God 
behind the hands. I suppose you could 
say that the size of a person’s world 
is an indication of the size of his God. 

Now, take that sentence and turn it 
around. Then we will be closer to the 
truth. The size of a person’s God de- 
termines the size of the world in which 
he lives. 

Look at St. Paul for a moment and 
you will see what I mean. About a 
month ago I visited the place where 
St. Paul stood on Mars hill in Athens 
right below the famous Parthenon and 
recalled that moment of nearly two 
thousand years ago. It is a magnifi- 
cent setting for any speech. With the 
city lying below and the marvelous 
architecture of Greece already five hun- 
dred years old in Paul’s day rising in 
front, the Apostle was really put to 
it to have just the right thing to say in 
that glorious city. In reviewing the sev- 
enteenth chapter of Acts where the 
whole episode stands recorded, I re- 
called something I had forgotten. Paul 
did not go to Athens at the leisurely 
pace of a sightseer. He was chased 
there. That is the key to what I am 


getting at. Paul had been in Thessa- 
lonica trying to get the very great 
hands of a very mighty God under the 
load of the world there. The people 
of Thessalonica were swept off their 
feet. They could not take it. They went 
about crying those famous words. 
“These that have turned the world up- 
side down have come hither also.” 
Paul was shaking their little compart- 
ments of life loose with his preaching 
and he had to leave. When he got to 
Athens, right in front of him was the 
sight of people worshipping at their 
“altar to an unknown God.” In Greece, 
people had lost the name of God. 
Little gods were everywhere, but God 
was nowhere. The world was crum- 
bling at their feet. Paul, on the other 
hand, had found the name of God and 
was pioneering a new kingdom. He 
was ushering in a new world or at least 
a new awareness of what the world 
really looked like, and he was living 
a new life big enough to see the world 
as it was and do something creative 
with it. 

History has been spotted all along 
with people who have done what Paul 
did in one way or another. These have 
been people who, seeing God, have 
been able to take hold of the world 
with loving, healing, creative hands to 
work wonders and perform miracles. 
All around the globe today people 
need a word of guidance and love and 
hope to show the way and to hold 
things together. There must be many 
St. Paul’s to speak of God. 

Most of you never heard of Ley- 
autey, but you should know him. He 
was a famous French governor in 
Morocco some years ago. He has be- 
come an inspiration to many people by 
doing a very difficult thing with a great 
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spirit. His task was to guide French 
Morocco at a critical moment. Because 
of what he said, and tried to do, he 
is still honored when most other for- 
eign elements are being cast aside. Ley- 
autey declared: “There is no gran- 
deur without love.’’ That became the 
theme of his labors. 


Of course, you cannot go out and 
save the world just because you can lay 
claims to a knowledge of God. You 
cannot go out and save the world with 
your life. But you can live the sort of 
life in which the problems of the 
world can find their answers. That you 
can do. That is your task as a Chris- 
tian. The great issues of mankind are 
always personal at root. Greed, lust, 
fear, and desire for power. These never 
change from age to age. The only place 
where there is hope is where there are 
people whose lives become the answer 
needed to calm and heal. 

Paul did not heal all the problems 
of Athens, but he gave the answer that 
could. Even Jesus could not go out in 
the days of his ministry among men 
and right all the wrongs and cure all 
the diseases that existed. But he could 
offer Himself as the answer to those 
who would come. 

That is always the privilege of 
Christians, to live lives that are big 
enough to be the answer. 


Continue Growin g 


Our primary task is to continue 
growing; first in our knowledge of 
God, secondly in our awareness of the 
real needs of life about us. It all sounds 
rather like confirmation all over again. 
“To thy strengthening in faith; to thy 
growth in grace...’ Remember those 
words said quietly with a hand on your 
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head and the prayers of the congrega- 
tion all around you. 

As a matter of fact, many of you 
will remember having learned at one 
point in your studies that the two cen- 
tral truths of the Bible are: ‘The truth 
about God and the Christian way of 
life.” Those two truths go together in 
life to get big enough hands under the 
load and carry it off with success. 

From here on let us be very prac- 
tical. If you are to grow into the sort 
of people who can turn the world up- 
side down, (that is how the people of 
Thessalonica saw it: to Paul it was 
being set on its feet) you have to get 
at the task in the right way. To begin 
with, you must be on the best possible 
terms with God. One of the things 
that concerns me most in my ministry 
is the awareness I have of the vast 
number of people who know so much 
about God without showing any great 
signs of effort put forth on their part 
in learning. It makes me wonder con- 
stantly whether they really know God, 
or just the image of him they have 
created themselves. 

Getting to know God is a lifelong 
adventure and a very strenuous one, at 
that. It is rather like a little boy try- 
ing to walk after a large and active 
man for a day. Keeping up will be 
more than he can manage. The pa- 
tience of the man will be his only hope 
of succeeding at all. Our God is a great 
God and getting to know him is a 
tremendous adventure. 


Open your New Testament to the 
first chapter of St. Mark. Begin about 
the middle of the chapter and just 
follow Jesus through one day to see 
how much that one day would stretch 
your life. The disciples may have had 


their weaknesses, but I wonder 
whether you could stand the pace as 
well as they did. I am sure that one 
of the reasons why religion is so stuffy 
to some people is because they have 
not made the effort to know God as 
he really is. Make a list of the variety 
of things Jesus did for people and 
what he meant to them. Then answer 
quite honestly, could such a person be 
anything but exciting to know? 

No matter how big the problems of 
life were, He was the answer. He never 
missed. It is worthwhile to dedicate 
your life to knowing Him. All you 
need to get started is to do what you 
already know you must do. Study the 
people you think know God best and 
see how life works for them. Read your 
Scriptures remembering that all these 
names are really people just like your- 
self. Pray, even though you are not yet 
convinced that God is listening. Unless 
every great Christian is wrong, you 
will discover one day that He has been 
listening. Read the biographies of those 
who have made a great difference 
among people by their lives and deeds. 
The thing you discover when you start 
getting acquainted. with God is the 
same thing the disciples noticed. You 
will be led into all sorts of new places 
and circumstances where you would 
never have gone on your own, and in 
doing so you will have to make new 

decisions and adopt new attitudes. All 
this is growth. You will observe Jesus’ 
way of handling life, and if you choose 
His way at each new turn, you will be- 
come a much bigger person with a 
much wider view and a much broader 
wisdom. You cannot grow by yourself. 
Without Jesus, you will be like a per- 
“son sitting before a canvas with paints 
in hand, knowing you should paint a 


portrait of a person, but without any 
clear image in your mind of what you 
should portray. “You cannot reproduce 
what you do not know any more than 
you can return from a place you have 
never visited.” You cannot be a Chris- 
tian without first hand knowledge of 
Christ. 


The Church Helps 


The Church is your next best help. 
Almost everywhere people are con- 
cerned today because the church is 
changing. It is not the settled, stable 
thing it used to be. Thank heaven it 
is changing. The real concern would 
come if it did not change in our grow- 
ing universe. In the past ten years, 
congregations have had to re-study 
some mighty important Christian 
words in the face of growing needs 
and booming responsibilities — evan- 
gelism, stewardship, missions, worship. 
Some congregations have shut them- 
selves out of this new growth. They 
are willing to go on in their former 
little worlds. They are resisting the call 
to growth. My fear for them is that 
they also are losing sight of Jesus in 
His busy day. He is patient, but He 
also is busy. He cannot wait forever. 
Every key word of congregational life 
today is a direct challenge to your own 
world as an individual, a direct sum- 
mons to enlarge the place where you 
live. 

Take evangelism. I can remember 
the day when evangelism was for half 
a dozen dedicated people and the pas- 
tor. That is not what Jesus said. When 
he said ‘‘you shall be my witnesses ;” 
he was looking into the eye of every- 
one. From what I have seen, the con- 
gregations that have delegated evan- 
gelism to a few are simply not worth 
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belonging to. They have no zeal. They 
are content. Their world is big enough 
for them. Witnessing is part of Chris- 
tian growth. Today it is hard to get to 
people. There is too much competition. 
In an active congregation it requires 
the effort of everyone to do the job 
adequately, to keep alive the necessary 
personal ‘concerns to insure that the 
ministry of the congregation is con- 
tinuing to give people an answer for 
the big issues of every day. 

Take stewardship. Today the church 
is exerting a constant tug at your sense 
of proportions. How much does God 
need? What is your responsibility? If 
you are your brother’s keeper, then 
how many brothers do you have ? Stew- 
ardship is dedicated life seeking to use 
itself for Christian purposes. Steward- 
ship is loving God enough to respond 
instinctively with whatever you have— 


28 


with what you have in your heart and 
mind and pocket. 

Let me give you an illustration. Not 
long ago, I stood with a man in an 
African village where people lived in 
utter poverty amid swarms of flies, 
with the crudest of facilities. Some 
little African boys were curious at 
seeing foreigners in their tiny sliver of 
the world and ventured up close to us. 
The man at my side reached into his 
pocket and produced a package of life 
savers. He slipped them into the hand 
of the little lad. It was one of those 
instinctive gestures of kindness prompt- 
ed by a heart reeling under the concern 
for people who had to live life on such 
a meager scale. The bright-eyed lad 
disappeared quickly with his prize. But 
as we were climbing on our bus to take 
the sandy road back, he approached 
unnoticed and gently tugged at the 
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sleeve of my companion. His little 
hand was stretched out and in it were 
several bright beads. I know these 
tiny bits of glass were about the only 
color he knew in this world that he 
could claim for himself. The life sav- 
ers were really much more than candy. 
They were a vessel of Christian com- 
passion. They were the tangible stew- 
ardship of one moment, for in that en- 
counter two worlds had collided. Each 
had been shaken loose and neither 
could ever be quite the same size again. 
That sense of responsiveness is Chris- 
tian stewardship. 

Young people today are being chal- 
lenged, not merely by the complexities 
and problems of finding their place in 
society. The greatest challenge is com- 
ing from God. It is the call to be big 
enough to live as the answer to the 
needs of people everywhere. 


TOPIC HELPS 


WORSHIP SUGGESTIONS 


Read slowly Hymn 288 

HYMN 267 “In Christ There Is No East or 
West” 

SCRIPTURE: Matthew 4:23-5:16; Acts 17:16- 
29 (This may be read effectively during the 
presentation by someone in the group at the 
place where it is mentioned) 

PRAYER 

HYMN 278 “Christ for the World We Sing” 


DISCUSSION IDEAS 


Some people claim today’s youth is shal- 
low and uncreative. Do you think this is true? 
Do you think youth is being taught how to 
think? Do you think American life is being 
controlled today by great ideas? If so, what 
are they? Name six great Americans and dis- 
cuss how their lives are helping to answer 
the worlds needs. What are life’s five great- 
est needs? 


Teacher—What does the buffalo on a nickel stand for? 
Bright Kid—Because there isn’t room for him to sit down. 


—tThe Lookout. 


Woman (to minister)—Sir, | thought you ought to know 
that | come to these services only because of your sermons. 
They are so wonderful that you ought to have them published 


in a book. 


Minister—Oh, | don’t know. | am not so sure that my 
sermons deserve that much attention. Perhaps they will be 


published post-humously. 


Woman (enthusiastically)—Well, then, | hope that will 


be real soon. 
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by GAYLE PUTTCAMP 
league president at Redeemer Church, Houston, Texas 


WHAT LUTHER LEAGUE MEANS 


What does the Luther League mean to you? Have you ever really 
thought about it? I hadn’t until our league adviser asked me to give 
a topic on this subject at Luther League. 

Laughingly—or rather not so laughingly—the first thing we think 
of is work. At least that’s what I thought of first. To have an active 
Luther League everyone in it must work, not just a few members. 
While I have been a member of the league I have worked more in the 
church than I had ever done before. 

Being an officer in the league has given me experience that I will 
always be grateful for because I plan to use it throughout my life. 
Once when I was about to give a report for the congregation I men- 
tioned that I was nervous, or rather just plain scared. A number of 
the congregation pointed out to me that through this experience I was 
preparing for further work in the Church and that eventually my 
nervousness would disappear. Well, she was right in the first matter 
but I’m still nervous. 

Because of my Luther League experience I felt I could help with 
vacation church school last summer. That way I got even more needed 
experience. Also, I think that my being an active leaguer helped 
prompt Mrs. Streb to ask me to help as a counselor at camp last summer. 

But don’t take me wrong! You don’t have to be an officer to work 
and have responsibility placed on you. When new officers were elected 
last June I breathed a sigh of relief and thought, “Well, now I'll be 
free from league work for awhile.”’ But ever since I have been work- 
ing just as hard and, truthfully, I’ve been loving every minute of it. 
Because you are a leaguer, you just naturally have responsibility! When 
people of the church need help and young people are able to do it, 
the first thing they think of is ‘‘Let’s get the leaguers to do it.” You 
might be a committee head, a telephoner (if there is such a word), 
or “just a committee member,’ but each individual has his own 
responsibility to the league. 

‘The committee head may be the organizer but without someone like 
the telephoner to get the committee together there would be nothing 
to organize. And without the members’ help, ideas, and work the 
committee would be a “‘flop’” anyway. 
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The league has affected me not only physically with all the work, 
but mentally and socially as well. I’ve come to have a closer relation- 
ship with my fellowman. I’ve come to really know more people in our 
congregation—and outside the church as well. I’ve been able to bring 
people into a conversation by using the Luther League as a topic. 
These people were a little bashful about talking about everyday things 
but when I mentioned my Luther League they were very willing to 
try to out-talk me by telling about their church organizations. I’ve 
met more interesting and different people than I would have ever met 
without the League, mostly through conventions. This, then, has 
helped me develop my personality (which I know needs more 
development). 

Best of all, I have come closer to God through the league. I’ve 
come to know, understand, and love Him better. And for the first 
time in my life I’ve come to feel that I really do believe in God. I 
think that the league and the encouragement I’ve had from Pastor 
and others in the congregation helped me to decide to be a parish 
worker. 

Through all this work, responsibility and seriousness I am having 
the best time of my life. I don’t know what I would do without the 
Luther League. 

All this has meant fellowship and fun for me. The conventions 
I've attended were examples of youth who, although they were having 
fun, were Christians. Some people have warped ideas about this. They 
think that if a young person is a Christian he just can’t have fun. 
But that’s wrong ,they have the best kind of fun: Christian fun. 

The parties. we've had—the swimming party when we nearly 
drowned each other, the miniature golf party when Sharon’s ball went 
across the street, and even the bowling party (although my score was 
a little low and I was teased for months afterwards) were fun. The 
projects we've done were really fun, too. The library, the layette 
(when Diana had to find pairs to all the matchless socks), the shields 
(when everyone looked like they had been playing in plaster—which 
lots of the time we had been)—were fun. 

But the best summary I can think in answer to the question “What 
does the Luther League mean to me?” is: the Luther League to me 
means growing-up in God. 


“Read that chart,” said the draft board doctor. 

“What chart?” asked the draftee. “I can’t see any.” 

“Right,” snapped the doctor. “There isn’t any—congra- 
tulations, soldier.” 
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a league advisor describes 
a Christmas (it takes 
preparation) service project 


by 
ELIZABETH 
BENTON 


CLOTHES 
CUPBOARD 


BZ 


EN-YEAR-OLD Gloria stood in 

the little basement room in our 
church and stared wide-eyed at the 
rack holding dozens of freshly starched 
and ironed dresses. 

“Gee, Mrs. Benton, you must be 
awfully rich to be able to buy all those 
clothes,”’ she said. 

“I didn’t buy them, honey,” I ex- 
plained as I hunted up dresses and 
sweaters in her size. “They were given 
to me.” 

Yet I often feel rich when I outfit 
children from the stock of clothes in 
our cupboard. There’s nothing more 
heart-warming than being able to re- 
place a shabby dress with one in which 
a child can take pride. 

Why not have a clothes cupboard in 
your church? Most churches need this 
service. The cupboard at our church 
is the offspring of one of the PTA 
started at my daughter's elementary 
school. 


One day Adeline’s Sunday school 
teacher asked me if I could find some 
clothes for a child in her class who 
came faithfully every week, always 
wearing the same threadbare dress. 
Upon checking a little more, we found 
there were several such cases and 
others where the children would come 
to Sunday school if they had suitable 
clothes. Families like these are usually 
not on welfare lists. They have no 
world-wide organization like CARE 
to speak for them. 

To start a clothes cupboard you need 
only two things: some enthusiastic 
workers and a space for the clothes. 
Because the turnover in garments 
should be constant the space need not 


be large. It can be an unused closet 
or a corner which can be partitioned. 
A rack of some sort to hold dresses, 
coats and jackets is necessary—in our 
school closet we used a heavy bamboo 
fishing pole. Shelves for underwear are 
handy but you can manage with carton 
boxes. At church we have a full-length 
mirror, a little cloudy but still usable. 
Most essential of all is a door or cur- 
tain to insure privacy. 


As a church project, a clothes cup- 
board offers something for each age 
group. Boys and girls can contribute 
hangers, suit boxes and large paper 
bags. (The bags are to put the clothes 
in for the children to carry home.) 
Older ladies are often glad to help 
sort and mend clothing. 


In spite of announcements in the 
church bulletin asking for clothes “in 
good condition,” you're bound to re- 
ceive some which lack a button or need 
mending. Some you won't be able to 
salvage at all. We've made it a rule 
never to give out anything not in first 
class condition. The children we work 
with are already wearing dresses with 
dangling buttons and missing belts. 

Of course, there’s one way everyone 
can help: by giving money. Girls’ pet- 
ticoats, boys’ jeans and sox are items 
you'll seldom be given because they’re 
worn out before they’re outgrown. 
Any money collected can be spent on 
these things and on shoes. Check with 
your local civic clubs; often these 
groups will buy shoes for needy chil- 
dren. Used shoes are acceptable if only 
‘slightly worn. Be sure you fit them 
carefully. 

Once your room is stocked and 


workers lined up, check your list of 
names. It’s best to look into the family 
situation of each child before calling 
him in to outfit him. You may find 
(as I have) an occasional mother who 
refuses any help, no matter how tact- 
fully offered. 

Times for having the children come 
for clothes can be worked out by the 
chairman and her workers. After each 
child on your list has been provided 
with clothes for a season, you might 
set aside one day a month when chil- 
dren can drop in if they need specific 
things. 

From the beginning of our church 
cupboard, I was specially touched by 
the little girls who tried on dresses 
over such pitifully shabby slips (and 
some had none at all!) Girls do love 
full petticoats and I wanted so much 
to give each child one for Christmas. 
But our modest budget couldn’t stretch 
to include fourteen ready-made petti- 
coats. 

Then, early in December, a local 
chain store advertised a sale on taffeta 
remnants. I bought over twenty yards, 
white for the little girls, red for the 
bigger ones, and parcelled it out to 
the faithful sewing committee. 


On the day school was out for 
Christmas I called in all the girls. Too 
late, I wished I'd invited the sewing 
ladies to drop in. They should have 
seen the girls’ radiant faces when they 
opened their boxes and found the 
beautiful full-circle petticoats, edged 
with frilly ruffles. The children’s de- 
light is something I'll long remember, 
an unexpected bonus in our work of 
Christian service. 
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is the soldier the new hope of our society, 
or is universal military training unnecessary 


NEW HOPE 
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M:: name is Stuart Langton. I am 
the National Chairman of the 
United Christian Youth Movement, a 
semi-autonomous unit related to the 
National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America, 
but in its own right representing the 
youth fellowships of thirty major na- 
tional denominations and serving well 
over ten million young people all 
across the country. 

As indicated by testimony before 
this and other committees of The Con- 
gress in 1948, 1950, 1952, and 1955, 
the United Christian Youth Movement, 
on the unanimous vote of its constitu- 
ent communions, is unalterably op- 
posed to the principle of permanent 
peacetime conscription as repugnant to 
the ideals of democracy and contrary to 
the way of love and reconciliation 
which is at the heart of our Christian 
faith. 

While we recognize that the ‘Uni- 
versal Military Training and Service 
Act” is not presently before this com- 
mittee for consideration, legislation to 
extend its drafting provisions naturally 
raises all the basic questions which 
were discussed at the time that act was 
passed. The seeming haste with which 
these hearings have been called, and 
the proposal to provide for a four-year 
extension at this time, suggest to some 
of us that we have good reason to be 
‘concerned that the idea of permanent 
peacetime conscription wot be establish- 
ed by piece-meal legislation. Of course 
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we all recognize that we are not “‘ex- 
perts’”” on military matters. On the 
other hand, testimony which spoke 
only to religious principles and convic- 
tions might be discounted by some as 
being “‘idealistic’ and unrelated to the 
“facts of life.’ The committee will 
appreciate that we are trying to deal 
with military considerations as we un- 
derstand them. 

American Christian youth recognize 
that “national security’’ is a legitimate 
and necessary concern of our govern- 
ment. There would be some differences 
of opinion in our constituency on the 
best means to secure true security, but 
one conviction would stand clear. True 
and ultimate security can never be com- 
prehended in purely military terms. 

Nevertheless, to the degree that 
military strength may be a component 
of some forms of “national security,” 
we believe the present and proposed 
legislation is open to serious question. 

1. It 15 not “universal” in its opera- 
tion: When only about 125,000 out of 
nearly two million eligibles are in- 
volved in this “universal obligation, an 
obvious element of discrimination must 
be faced. Those intelligent enough or 
affuent enough to continue formal edu- 
cation, those who marry early and have 
young children, those who enter cer- 
tain professions—all these may find 
themselves deferred or exempt. Actu- 
ally and increasingly the draft “‘catch- 
es’’ a larger percentage of those intel- 
lectually, socially, or financially un- 
able to ‘‘escape’’ it—which does not 
reflect well on its ‘democratic’? admin- 
istration nor portend well for the arm- 
ed services which attempt to build 
“national security” out of slim second 
pickings. 


2. It is not a good investment of the 


36 


taxpayer's money: In 1953 the Defense 
Department estimated it cost $11,000 
per man to train these inductees. This 
figure is undoubtedly low for present 
computations, but it non-the-less sug- 
gests a tremendous drain on the mili- 
tary budget without commensurate 
return. Only about 3% of the draftees 
re-enlist as contrasted with about 25 
or 30% of the volunters. This means 
that almost a billion dollars in trained 
manpower is lost each year in the per- 
son of those who leave service and 
need to be replaced. A program mak- 
ing career service attractive enough to 
hold these men would likely be attrac- 
tive enough to get them to volunteer 
in the first place—making a draft un- 
necessary. That billion dollars could 
mean an additional $500 to each man 
now in military service, each year, at no 
additional cost to the taxpayer. 

3. It 1s not adequate to our modern 
military needs: While military minds 
are concerned over the possible need 
to face small wars as well as large ones, 
it still seems to be clear that tactical 
and strategic atomic weapons coupled 
with long-range missiles make the 
large military formations of the past 
obsolete. If our need is largely for a 
fairly manageable, highly competent, 
extremely well-trained force of techni- 
cians—it is clear we neither get them 
nor hold them through the draft 
system. : 

The most competent scientific and 
engineering students are rightly de- 
ferred or exempted. The persons we do 
draft and train as specialists are soon 
lost to the service. Even granting time 
for mobilization in any future emer- 
gency, the obsolescence of weapons as 
well as of trained manpower would 
make costly, time-consuming re-train- 


ing necessary. As General Curtis E. 
Lemay pointed out to Congress this 
week, an all-out nuclear war would 
last only two or three days and would 
be fought almost entirely by men in 
uniform when it began. Therefore, a 
career-service technical force would 
be more capable of providing the back- 
bone of ‘‘national security” than a “‘re- 
volving-door’” collection of personnel 
in various stages of readiness working 
under poor motivation. When young 
men are poorly motivated and forced 
by induction to serve in the Armed 
Forces, it is known they are often bitter 
and antagonistic and often make poor 
soldiers. 

4. It is misleading to our military 
leaders, our people and other nations: 
The military must learn to think in 
terms of the future rather than the 
past. Large standing forces promote an 
illusion of strength that can dangerous- 
ly mislead us regarding our true pos- 
ture. Large standing forces seem to 
many always like a declaration of 
aggressive intent or potential—a mis- 
apprehension of our motives that we 
want neither our friends or enemies to 
have. 


Our Moral and Spiritual 
Concerns 


The democratic ideal, founded in the 
religious concept of the worth of each 
individual, makes individual choice 
and freedom of action a part of our 
priceless heritage. Every _ pressure 
which chips away at a person’s right to 
decide for himself the ways in which 
he can or will best serve his society, by 
that much lessens our corporate free- 
“dom and undermines the roots of our 
national spirit and purpose. We be- 


lieve that matters pertaining to a per- 
son's individual moral code and prac- 
tice (the bearing of arms, the possibili- 
ty of killing or being killed) or to his 
individual vocational choice (career 
service, military science, humanitarian 
social service, etc.) are and should con- 
tinue to be outside the purview of any 
government so long as the individual, 
in the exercise of his own rights, is 
respective of the rights of others. 

We are concerned that the continued 
tacit assumption of the right to draft 
men into military service in peacetime 
will tend to create an atmosphere in 
which government will be permitted 
to increasingly invade the private lives 
of its citizens to the end that man will 
serve the state rather than the state 
serving man, or help to create an over- 
bearing military system and attitude 
which will increasingly dominate our 
national life and, if the lessons of his- 
tory ting true, lead to our downfall 
and decay. 

We feel that the unsettling effects of 
the draft have already taken a heavy 
toll from our true posture of security. 
A nation is only as strong as the fabric 
of its life. By interrupting educational 
plans and career training, the draft has 
deprived our society of countless num- 
bers of the trained persons it needs to 
continue healthy and growing. By dis- 
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WE 


rupting job possibilities for young peo- 
ple, the draft has contributed directly 
to idleness, temptation and delinquen- 
cy for many. By upsetting life plans 
and throwing the future into confu- 
sion, the draft and the general military 
atmosphere have tended to lead young 
people to feel that stability is an illu- 
sion and life pleasures need to be taken 
all at once lest they be missed entirely, 
with consequent weakening of our 
moral standards. 

We are convinced that a continuing 
reliance on military means and mili- 
tary strength as the major avenue to 
national security is futile and most 
likely will lead to national destruction. 
We see clearly that arms races, espe- 
cially in a day of “ultimate weapons’, 
are wild-goose-chases and an open in- 
vitation to catastrophe. We know that 
armed existence in a hostile world is 
untenable even if our national policy 
or national spirit could abide such an 
option. We understand our future hope 
for peace with justice and security to 
be inescapably linked with the legiti- 
mate hopes for peace with justice and 
security of all other peoples. 

We call upon our government, be- 
fore it is too late, to wake up to the 
fact that the world cannot be coerced 
militarily and economically into loving 
us or living with us as friends; to see 
the truth that the world cannot con- 
tinue half slave, half free nor can it 
be at peace half hungry and ill clad, 
half wallowing in surpluses. We pray 
our leaders may see the folly, the trap, 
the dead-end in their fixation on shin- 
ing military hardware which blinds 
them to the fact that peace must be 
waged as hard and as expensively as 
war ever has been—or it will not be 
enough. 
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Our Own Involvement 


Let it be clear that we are not call- 
ing our government to hard choices 
or expensive alternatives we are not 
prepared to accept for ourselves. Our 
young people are vitally concerned 
about international affairs and are 
deeply involved in efforts to build un- 
derstanding and goodwill. Hundreds 
of them pay their own way and give 
of their time and energies in work 
projects of reconstruction and relief 
around the world. The work camp pro- 
gram is a voluntary service that has 
contributed to better understanding, 
welfare, and peace among many na- 
tions. Thousands of young people are 
involved in various programs of ex- 
change and visitation. Literally mil- 
lions of them give generously to funds 
for direct relief of critical need in all 
corners of this earth. Many thousands 
are seriously preparing for life-time 
careers in social service, missionary 
work, international relations, and 
foreign or diplomatic service in an ef- 
fort to make a positive contribution to 
world understanding. 


These things our young people do 
voluntarily, without any compulsion 
save their personal concern for the 
world and its need. They believe these 
efforts do more to promote true peace 
and therefore true ‘‘national security’’ 
than any draft legislation now or ever 
before this Committee. How much 
more would they do, and countless 
others of them and adults as well, if 
the government were to creatively for- 
sake its old reliance on military might 
and launch out on a bold new venture 
of world peace and reconciliation de- 
signed not to frighten the world, but 
to serve it. It is our belief that if in 


contrast to a program of military con- 
scription the government were to es- 
tablish a voluntary program, providing 
Opportunities for peaceful constructive 
service, for better health education and 
welfare, then large numbers of men 
and women would be anxious to serve 
their nation in this positive way and 
make a more lasting contribution to 
the long-range “‘security’”’ and peace of 
our nation and the world. 

Before you dismiss all this as vision- 
ary, we would point out that it is high 
time, at the middle of the twentieth 
century, that we stopped trying to deal 
with twenty-first century problems 
with eighteenth century mentalities or 
programs. 


| TOPIC HELPS | 


Have a leaguer read this article from the 
beginning to the end. What is the purpose 
of the article? Can the young Christian con- 
sider the call of his government to the armed 
forces as part of his Christian Vocation? 
Discuss your own feeling about conscientious 
objectors. What does the Bible have to say 
about fighting of wars? Loyalty to govern- 
ment? 

You may want to use commentaries to aid 
you in understanding these passages. Per- 
haps you could have the Pastor help you. 

WORSHIP SUGGESTIONS 

HYMNS: 237 CYH “God Send Us Men,” 238 
CYH “Living for Jesus,” 241 CYH “O Jesus 
1 Have Promised” 

PSALM 46 


League projects for servicemen 


1. Arrange a farewell party or service, whenever pos- 
sible, for those in your congregation who leave for service. 
2. Write a friendly, encouraging letter to each man 


every month. 


3. Send each man daily devotional booklets. 

4. Enter a subscription for LUTHER LIFE or THE LUTHERAN 
for each man from your congregation. 

5. Send greetings to each man at Christmas and Easter 
and on his birthday (a list of birthdays should be kept on 


record by your committee). 


6. Provide each man with a supply of Christian tracts 
which he can read and pass on to others on the base. 

7. Send gift boxes to the men in service at regular inter- 
vals, particularly at special seasons of the year. 

8. Send interesting snapshots and films to the men in 


service. 


9. Maintain a complete list of people in military service 


with correct addresses. Send names and addresses to chap- 
lains, service pastors and contact pastors. Order “A Mighty 
Fortress” for all from the Editor, Alex Liepa, 50 Madison Ave., 
New York. 
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WCLL 
chooses novel 
convention theme 


SAINTS IN JEANS is the theme for our 1959 Western Canada 
Luther League convention to be held this year on Thanksgiving weekend 
in Edmonton. This theme strikes at the very heart of the lives of Luther 
Leaguers today. The first aim of the Luther League is to help all young 
people to become “saints.” 

We do not usually think of a church member as a Saint. In a song- 
time around a campfire we sing about Saint Peter at the pearly gates, as 
if only people in heaven were saints. We also refer to the Gospel writers 
as Saints, as if only those who are in a position to write a Gospel are saints. 

The fact of the matter is, there can be a Saint Douglas, lineman 
on the high school football team—and a Saint Bill at the Hotte Shoppe— 
and a Saint Cynthia, a part-time waitress—and a Saint Joe, the boy at the 
local service station—and a Saint YOU, anywhere! 

But whether we call them Saint or not, in God's eyes they are. Why ? 
Because they belong to that body of believers who claim Jesus Christ as 
their Savior. They are children of God, through faith in the redeeming 
work of Christ. Every Sunday as we recite the Creed, we say we believe 
in the Holy Christian Church as the communion of Saints. That means 
every believing member of the Christian Church is part of the fellowship 
of the Saints, which is Christ's universal Church. So you are a Saint! 

But why “Saints in Jeans”? Why not ‘‘Saints in Suits’ ? This is just 
the point we'd like to make. You cannot be a Saint dressed in your 
“Sunday best’’ in church if you are not a Saint in your daily living. 

Once you become a Saint, then you have freedom to live a life of 
joy and service instead of being a slave to self. The life of the unconverted 
teen-ager is shallow, meaningless, unfulfilled because he can live only 
for himself—he has no Savior for Whom to live. Living for thrills, 
showing off, alcoholism, sexual excursions, and the like are all manifesta- 
tions of such shallow lives. Little do such teen-agers realize how much 
happier they would be in the fellowship of the Saints, living meaningful 
purposeful lives. 


On the following pages we present the basic docu- 
ments for your study. Whether you will be at Cornell 
in August or not, read and think about this material. 
Use it for league topics, or study it privately at home. 
And if you are attending the convention, plan to dis- 
cuss frankly the questions which come to your mind 


concerning the thoughts and concepts involved. 


Dr. Jacob W. Heikkinen, professor of New Testa- 
ment at Gettysburg Seminary, has written these basic 
materials which all delegates and visitors to the LLA 
convention at Cornell will study. In special sessions Dr. 
Heikkinen will teach the leaders who in turn will con- 


duct discussions with the leaguers. 


WE PRESENT FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION 
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The Life Of Man 
In The Light Of God 


The Lord took man and put him in the garden of Eden 
to till it and keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man, 
saying, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but 
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not 
eat, for in the day you eat of it you shall die. (Genesis 2:15-17) 

Now the serpent was more subtle than any other wild 
creature that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, 
“Did God say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree of the garden’? 
And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit 
of the trees of the garden; but God said, ‘You shall not eat 
of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, 
neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’ ” But the serpent said 
to the woman, “You will not die. For God knows that when 
you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 
God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that 
the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the 
eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, 
she took of its fruit and ate; and she gave some to her hus- 
band, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and 
they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves 
together and made themselves aprons. 

And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid 
themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the 
trees of the garden. (Genesis 3:1-8). 
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MAN’‘S FATAL AMBITION 


“What sense can I make out of this strange, ancient writing in the open- 
ing pages of the Bible?’’, a thoughtful person is bound to ask. Does it belong 
to the history of the beginning of the world? It is not history in the usual 
sense. Or, is it a myth, the sort of thing with which people of primitive times 
used to amuse themselves? A mere myth it is not. Well, then, how can it be 
understood ? ‘‘Help me out of a dead end!’”’, I can hear someone plead with me. 

A dead end here can be turned into a new beginning. Let us try to follow 
four clues for just such a start. 


1. An X-ray picture shows up things hidden from our ordinary powers 

of observation. In a similar way the serious reader of these pages will 
discover that the drama which unfolds there grips him in an unusual manner. 
He becomes aware not only of Adam and Eve in the garden, but of ways of 
human behavior in confronting: critical choices, of choosing an entirely wrong 
course of action, and of pride and self-sufficiency seeking a short cut to freedom. 


Who appear here? ‘‘Adam and Eve’, we might say. But, actually we meet 
Man and Woman—of the primal period of history as well as of this year 
1959—in the presence of their Creator. An X-ray of Man’s selfhood at its 
deepest, decisive levels lies before us for study. 


2. Ambition is the key issue around which everything revolves. The am- 

bition to be like God is a fatal one because it leads to self-deception 

and death. This is an eager desire for honor, superiority, and power—equal to 
that of God Himself—and in complete independence from Him. 


God created man to work, to till the ground and to keep it (2:15). God 
made man His co-worker over creation, and therefore he was not made a slave 
nor a machine but a free man. “You may freely eat of every tree of the gar- 
den”. But (a most significant word in the Bible) in respect to one area of the 
garden his freedom was restricted. ““Of the tree of the-knowledge of good and 
evil’ he was not to eat. The penalty for such a violation of his freedom was 
death. ‘““You will surely die’ (2:17). 


Why did Man ignore the plain command of God and defy the penalty 
of death? 


3. The tempter’s strategy. Man was faced by a wizard schooled in the 

arts of psychological warfare, whose first objective was to undermine 

Man’s confidence in what he knew to be the true and definite command of God. 
Doubt was born under the impact of the question, “did God say, ‘you shall 
not eat of any tree of the garden?’”’. Did He really put any restrictions on 
your freedom? And now, having won the Woman’s attention (she could have 
put her foot down and said, ‘go away, you liar!) the conversation was on. 
Evil thrives on the chance to continue talking. The Woman managed to main- 
tain that God had forbidden to eat and to touch a certain tree “lest we die’. 
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But the tempter boldly proceeded to deliver a knockout blow by denying the 
truth of what she said, “you will not die’ (3:4). Don’t you let God fool you, 
he knows better! Now, come out of your imprisonment and ignorance! “Your 
eyes will be opened, and you will be like God .. .”, free as God, wise as God, 
and bound to no further restrictions. The sensuous appeal of the tree made the 
tempter’s logic persuasive and irresistible. The Woman intoxicated with the very 
sight of it, being a delight for the eyes, good for food, and desirable to make 
her wise and powerful as God, broke God’s command. Her husband did likewise. 


4, The pay-off. Indeed, the eyes of Man and Woman were opened, not 
to wonder over God’s works in His creation, but to hide themselves 
from one another and from God Himself. The basic unity of Man with God, 
with himself, and with his fellow creatures was shattered. A terrible tension 
and conflict entered between God and Man, between Man and Woman, be- 
tween Man and his surrounding world. The fundamental relationships of the 
human community were ruptured. Man, created to be the co-worker of God 
in his creation ceased to freely cooperate. Instead, in constant tension and 
strife he sought to dominate the world he was meant to develop. His revolt 
against God spelled itself out in hostility toward his neighbor. Cain murdered 
Abel. The wickedness of men grew to destructive proportions. 

The Apostle Paul reflecting on the scope of evil in this world, its crimes, 
its strife, its perversions, and its decay, wrote: Although they knew God they 
did not honor Him as God . . . They became futile in their thinking . . . Claim- 
ing to be wise they became fools . . . They exchanged the truth of God for 
a lie.) Romans 1:21, 22) 


Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and 
your kindred and your father’s house to the land that | will 
show you. And | will make of you a great nation, and | will 
bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a 
blessing . . . and by you all the families of the earth will 
bless themselves. (Genesis 12:1, 2, 3b) 

The Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, “Il am 
God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And | will 
make a covenant between me and you. (Genesis 17: 1b, 2a) 

And Moses went up to God, and the Lord called him out 
of the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of 
Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: You have seen what | did 
to the Egyptians, and how | bore you on eagles’ wings and 

.brought you to myself. Now therefore, if you will obey my 
voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my possession 
among all peoples; for all the earth is mine, and you shall be 
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to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation”. (Exodus 19:3-6). 

Behold the days are coming, says the Lord, when | will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel . . . for | will 
forgive their iniquity, and | will remember their sin no more. 
(Jeremiah 31:31, 34b) 


All we like sheep have gone astray; 

We have turned every one to his own way 
and the Lord has laid on him 

the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:6) 


The Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took 
bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, 
“This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me”. In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often 
as you drink it, in remembrance of me”. 

. that they may all be one; even as Thou Father, art 
in me, and | in thee, that they also may be in us, so that the 
world may believe that thou hast sent me. (John 17:21) 


GOD’S SAVING ACTION 


“Are you saved?” is a question sometimes pressed upon us. But we should 
push the inquiry further and ask, “saved from and for what?” To say that 
we are saved from the terrors of hell for the joys of heaven hardly explains 
the mighty saving acts of God which the biblical record reveals to us. 

To be saved means to be made whole, that is, to be healed. Salvation, 
then, is the restoration, or making whole that which is shattered. The central 
theme of the Bible concentrates on God's action to heal the rupture resulting 
from man’s fatal ambition. We learn of God’s purpose, worked out step by 
step, to restore Man’s broken communion with his Creator and with his fellow 
creatures. 

Deep grief filled the heart of God when He saw that the ‘wickedness of 
man was great and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually’. And we read further: “and the Lord was sorry that 
he had made man on earth and it grieved him to the heart. So the Lord said, 
‘I will blot out man whom I have created . . . But Noah found favor in the 
eyes of God” (6:5-8). But is the word which makes the decisive difference. 
God chose Noah, not merely to save him from the destruction of the flood 
but through him further His mission to bring salvation to mankind. 


1. The strategy of God. God works out his purpose in and through man 
in their historical experiences—not through magical means. 
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The call of God came to Abram, “go from your country . . . and your 
father’s house to the land that I will show you. And I will make you a great 
nation . . . By you all the families of the earth will bless themselves’ (12: 
1-3). Abram went out not knowing where he was to go. ‘By faith Abraham 
obeyed when he was called to go’ (Hebrews 11:8). So significant was the 
call of Abram that reference to it constitutes perhaps the most ancient con- 
fession of Israel’s faith: ‘‘A wondering Aramean was my father’ (Deut. 26:5). 


2. The pact which God made. God entered into a solemn, unbreakable 

contract with those whom he called to serve His saving purpose. This 

pact is called a covenant, Within its framework God dealt with his people. It 

reached its final significance in the institution of the holy communion, in the 

words of Jesus, ‘this is the new covenant in my blood’. (Incidentally New 
Testament actually means the books of the new covenant.) 

For Noah it was the rainbow in the sky. For Abraham its sign was the 
passing of the flaming torch and the smoking fire pot between the pieces of 
sacrificial animals. “On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, say- 
ing, ‘to your descendants I give this land . . . Behold, my covenant is with 
you .. . Walk before me and be blameless’. To Moses, who had led Israel 
from the bondage of Egypt through a great saving act, God spoke: ‘You 
have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings 
and brought you to myself. Now therefore, if you will obey my voice and 
keep my covenant, you shall be mine own possession . . . You shall be to 
me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation’” (Exodus 19:3-6). 

The ten commandments were given within the covenantal agreement. These 
constituted the /aws of life, the marks of a community where men, in faithful- 
ness to God live in a responsible relationship to one another. Sin against one’s 
neighbor was a sin against God. 


3. The violation of the pact. Israel did not keep the agreement. God's 

plan seemed to be frustrated and doomed. Israel’s faithlessness to 

the covenant showed itself in social injustice, against which the prophets 

thundered. “Let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever- 

flowing stream’’. But Israel was stubborn and persistent in having its own way. 

_A severe judgment fell upon Israel. It lost its land and became an exile nation, 

scattered throughout the earth. In its darkest hour one of the greatest of prophets 

perceived that salvation will come only through the faithfulness and sufferin 
of God’s Servant. ‘He was wounded for our transgressions’ (Isaiah 53). 


4. The new pact. In the fulness of time Jesus of Nazareth, the suffering 

Servant appeared. He came not to be served but to serve and to give 

his life a ransom for many. He took upon himself the sin and sorrow of every 

human being. He carried out his mission in love, in humility, and in suffering 
“unto death. 

In the holy communion we share His saving activity. There, making peace 

by the blood of his cross, a new community comes to life. The walls of hos- 
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tility crumble. There comes into being the universal family of God—the Church 
—tuled by the one and the same Spirit. 


Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nico- 
demus, a ruler of the Jews. This man came to Jesus by night 
and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do, 
unless God is with him’. Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, 
| say to you, unless one is born from above, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God. Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man 
be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his 
mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, 
| say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born 
of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
Do not marvel that | said to you, ‘You must be born from 
above’. The wind blows from where it wills, and you hear the 
sound of it, but you do not know whence it. comes or whither 
it goes; so it is with every one who is born of the Spirit”. Nico- 
demus said, “How can this be?” Jesus answered him, “Are 
you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand this? 
Truly, truly, | say to you, we speak of what we know, and 
bear witness to what we have seen; but you do not receive 
our testimony... 


No one has ascended into heaven but he who descended 
from heaven, the Son of Man. And as Moses lifted up the ser- 
pent in the wilderness, so must the Son of man be lifted up, 
that whoever believes in him may have eternal life”. (John 
3:1-12, 13-15) 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
that whoever believes in him, should not perish but have 
eternal life. God sent the Son into the world, not to condemn 
the world, but that the world might be saved through him. 
He who believes in him is not condemned; he who does not 
believe is condemned already, because he has not believed 
in the name of the only Son of God. (John 3:16-18) 


BIRTH FROM ABOVE 


The purpose of the Church is to bear children for God. Our study of 
Nicodemus helps us to understand the Church in its saving activity of creating 
new human beings. 
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“Tell me all about Nicodemus!”, we hear an eager student say. But we 
know hardly anything about him. Little, indeed, do we know about any other 
personalities of the New Testament. Biographies and movies cannot be made 
because the material for such is extremely limited. There is silence on the 
usual points of interest: Where was he born, Was he educated, Whom did 
he marry, What color was he, Did he have’a sense of humor, Was he a happy 
or a sad person, etc.? We feel the presence of the New Testament personal- 
ities, and we sense their responses in critical situations. That is all. They do not 
shine with their individual lights overshadowing others; they appear in a re- 
lationship to God’s people. They are of interest only to the degree that they 
play a role in the mission of God’s people on earth. For this reason, too, the 
Nicodemus story had its place in the New Testament. 

We catch only a passing glimpse of him. He is a high ranking religious 
and political leader, a man of learning and of wealth. He talks with Jesus 
not in public but secretly in private at night. Nicodemus has been impressed 
by Jesus’ activity. In fact, he has begun to probe into the secret of His activity, 
suspecting that He is on God's special business. 

Nicodemus represents the kind of a person who is torn in two inside of 
himself, and therefore basically an unhappy and an anxious individual. Per- 
haps he is a refined, religiously sensitive person who is attracted to Jesus. 
But he takes no further steps to follow Jesus because of a fear for his high 
position and loss of prestige (what his esteemed neighbors might think of 
him). He became a disciple from a distance. Whether he became a Christian 
is not known. He did bring to Jesus’ burial ‘‘a mixture of myrrh and aloes, 
about a hundred pounds’ weight”. 

The heart of the Nicodemus story is in Jesus’ words, you must be born 
from above (which also carries with it the meaning of “born anew’). Nico- 
demus does not know what to make of it. He can only imagine becoming a 
baby again after returning to his pre-natal being. “How mysteriously, stupidly 
Jesus talks!’’, Nicodemus may well have thought in his own mind. Jesus affirms 
a second time the same demand: “Truly, truly I say to you, unless one is 
born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God... . 
Do not wonder that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above’ ”’ 

“How can this be?’ is Nicodemus’ question. It is also our question. 

To be “born from above’ means to be born of God, to become children 
of God. The relationship to our earthly father is the picture which suggests 
how utterly dependent we need to be on God—dquite the contrary attitude of 
the first human couple who sought to be like God and free from His control. 

Each human life must have a new beginning in addition to its biological 
beginning. It must become God controlled and directed through His creative 
Spirit. 

“In Baptism we are born of water. But, how can water carry such power 
that we become God’s children? Recall Luther’s classic words: “‘It is not the 
water indeed that produces these effects, but the Word of God which accom- 


49 


panies and is connected with the water, and our faith, which relies on the 
Word of God connected with the water. For the water without the Word of 
God is simply water and no Baptism but when connected with the Word of 
God, it is a Baptism, that is a gracious water of life and a washing of new 
birth in the Holy Spirit’’. 

Baptism occurs but once, even as we are physically born but once. On 
God’s part the saving action is complete and perfect. On our part it signifies 
continuous renewal, the getting of a new start each day as described in the 
Catechism: “the old Adam” (recall the Genesis account of Adam) “in us is 
to be drowned and destroyed by daily sorrow and change of heart, together 
with all sins and evil lusts; and that again the new man should daily come 
forth and rise .. .”. 


At the Lord’s Table our faith of God’s children is fed, and we grow 
stronger in all of our relationships to one another. 


To be born of the Spirit—certainly an invisible reality on which you 
cannot put your finger, and which you cannot measure in a test tube—is like 
coming under the influence of the breath of a strong wind. It is not in our 
power to originate it nor to direct its course. We are directed by its force. 
As God’s creative gift, coming from beyond our selves, its action cleanses us, 
helps us to love our neighbor sincerely, and to face cheerfully and courageously 
our problems. 


The Spirit “helps us in our weakness: for we do not know how to pray 
as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with sighs too deep for 
words.” (Romans 8:26) 


IV 


Jesus said to her, “| am the resurrection and the life; he 
who believes in me though he die, yet shall he live, and 
whoever lives and believes in me shall never die. (John 11:25- 
26) 

Blessed be the Lord God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! By his great mercy we have been born anew to a liv- 
ing hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead. (I Peter 1:3) ‘ 

If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells 
in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give 
life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit which 
dwells in you. (Romans 8:11) 

What then shall we say to this? If God is for us, who is 
against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him 
up for us all, will he not also give us all things with him? 
Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect. It is God 
who justifies; who is to condemn. Is it Christ Jesus who died, 
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yes, who was raised from the dead, who is at the right 
hand of God, who intercedes for us? Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or per- 
secution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? ... No 
in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
who loved us. For | am sure that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor things presenf, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:31-39) 


INDESTRUCTIBLE LIFE 


Life is a key-word of the Bible. 


What is life? We experience and observe life, but what it is in its essence 
remains a mystery. In faith we say: Life is of God. 

Here are three snapshots—phantasies of life. 1. It is the day after an 
H-bomb attack upon a city on the coast. A submarine crew has brought its 
craft to the surface near the beach. These men see no signs of life. There are 
no green trees, no houses, no streets, no human beings, no movement of any 
kind. Over twisted steel frames and charred debris hangs a cloud of smoke. 
There life has ceased to be. 2. The tavern is crowded. It is a Saturday night. 
The jukebox blares at full volume, and the bartenders wipe away the sweat 
with their white aprons. The customers drink and dance, they talk and laugh 
loudly. The place seems to vibrate with life. 3. In the psychiatric ward of a 
hospital some of the tavern crowd—the “church” of the disillusioned—can now 
be found. These thirsty, bored, unhappy souls have been drinking at the wrong 
fountain in their escape to freedom, and now find themselves the slaves of “god 
alcohol”. There are others here, too, who have lost the sense and zest for 
living. Without purpose life comes apart. 

Many thoughtful young people of our time are aware of a spiritual anxiety. 
There persist the fear of being nothing at all and the uneasy feeling of a 

failure to be one’s right and best self. ‘Even youths shall faint and be weary” 
—said 2500 years ago—characterizes our age of anxiety. ‘Comfort, comfort my 
people, says your God.” (Isaiah 40) 

Jesus Christ is the power of an indestructible life. Let us listen to His 
words as if it were the first time in our lives that we hear them: “I am the 
resurrection and the life . . . whoever lives and believes in me shall never 
die” (John 11:25-26). Of his mission on earth—which is the Church’s mis- 
sion, too—He spoke: ‘I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly” 

. (John 10:10). 

These words cause us to look with the eyes of faith to the past, to the 

present, and to the future. 
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Christ has come. The Christian faith is founded on a historical event—not 
on a vision. Our security is rooted in the message that God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world to himself. We belong to Him. 

Christ comes now. In a directly personal manner He comes in the words 
of the Gospel, which are his feet for walking into our hearts. In Baptism He 
acts upon each one separately. At His Table He comes binding us to Himself 
and to one another in love. Our living should take on more and more of the 
stance of triumph and victory. We are “more than conquerors” through Him 
who loves us, and thus more than a match against the forces which seek our 
destruction. Therefore, we love life, and praise God in all His creation. We 
accept the hard job and do it patiently and well. We are self-critical without 
becoming moody and blue. We accept the challenge of our problems in the 
faith that if God be for us, who can be against us. We are also fighters, soldiers 
of Jesus Christ, who do battle for those values and standards which glorify 
His truth. 

Christ is coming. Frightened people ask: Are we moving in the direction 
of a final chaos and annihilation? The Christian answers: God rules, and His 
Kingdom, already present, is coming in all its power. The new Day has dawned, 
we are the children of the morning whose business it is to be busy and work, 


are you asking. . ? 


yy How does a Christian plan his 
career? 


What is Christian Vocation? 


How to relate vocational plans and 
military duty? 


ee 


What are the opportunities in church 
vocations? 


Send your questions like these for 
answers without obligation to: 


THE VOCATIONAL COUNSELOR 
The Board of Higher Education 
The United Lutheran Church in America 


231 Madison Ave., N. Y. C. 16, N. Y. 
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baptizing and preaching, for the harvest that is to come. The fisherman-apostle 
Peter spoke for the bright outlook toward the future: ‘By his great mercy we 
have been born anew to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ’ 
(I Peter 1:3). God is in control of historical events. His Word will give the 
final verdict over the affairs of men. His judgment will put an end to all that 
is evil. “For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive” (I 
Cor. 15:22). From Him we await the ‘‘new heavens and the new earth” where 
righteousness dwells and when the kingdoms of this world have become the 
kingdom of our Christ. 

The best days of our living lie before us! Christ has come, He comes now, 
He is coming. This simple statement of the New Testament faith contains the 
deepest insight given to man by which to live now, in time, and for eternity. 


PART Il 
HYMN 322 CSB “O Jesus Thou Art Stand- 


Read each section of this article individu- 
ally. Think through them—try to find the 
purpose of each section. Attempt to apply 
each lesson to your own life and beliefs. 
Listed below are suggestions for worship for 
each of the sections. You may want to divide 
this article into topics for two sessions, or 
meetings, instead of one. 

PART | 

HYMN 206 CYH “May We Thy Precepts, 
Lord, Fulfill’ 

SCRIPTURE Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-8. Ex- 
odus 19:3-6. Jeremiah 31:31, 34b 

PSALM 24 


ing” 

SCRIPTURE Genesis 12:1, 2, 3b; 17:1b, 2a. 
Exodus 19:3-6. Jeremiah 31:31, 34b 

PSALM 116 


PART Ill 


155 CSB “O Enter, Lord, Thy 
164 CSB “Come Thou Almighty 


HYMNS: 
Temple,” 
King” 

SCRIPTURE John 3:1-12, 13-15, 16-18 


PART IV 
HYMN 267 CSB “O Thou, to Whose All- 
searching Sight’ 
SCRIPTURE John 11:25-26; I Peter 1:3; Ro- 
mans 8:11, 31-39 


MUHLENBERG-A LUTHERAN COLLEGE 


A fully accredited co-educational, Christian college of liberal arts and 
sciences ... a strong faculty with majority holding earned doctorates... 
excellent facilities, including new men's dormitory, modern girls’ residence 
hall on 78-acre campus ... preparation for careers in the church, the medical 
arts, scientific research, law, teaching, business, engineering, forestry... 


majors in 15 fields. 
ALLENTOWN, PA. 


Bho 


FOR INFORMATION WRITE: 
us Mr. Harry A. Benfer 
Director of Admissions 


school 


scavenger hunt 


What’s that? You say that you're 
in charge of the party for Luther 
League and your mind’s as empty of 
ideas as a school room in September? 
Well, stop biting your fingernails. 
Gather your committee around and 
lend an ear to some of these sugges- 
tions. They'll start you thinking. 

An all-time favorite for a fun-filled 
evening is a scavenger hunt. It’s good 
for that widely spread age group you 
have on nights when intermediates 
meet with seniors, or when other 
leaguers come to visit. It’s also good 
for welcoming those new members 
who come along with the beginning of 
school. And since it is time for school 
doors to open up again, we'll add a 
seasonal variation and make ours a 
“scholarly” scavenger hunt. We'll tie 
up the things we look for with school 
subjects and have the teams search 
their brains as well as their cellars and 
attics. 

Teams for the hunt—about three or 
four—need anywhere from six to 
twenty members. Divide them so that 
the younger leaguers are with the 
older ones, and the visitors mixed in 
with the members. Let them choose 
captains. Then give them the lists of 
“assignments” your committee has 
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worked out. Set a time when everyone 

must reassemble (give them a little less 

than they'll need so that some won't 
have to wait at the end for the others 
to finish) and turn them loose. 

Let your lists follow the form of an 
“assignment sheet,” divided into ‘‘sub- 
jects.” Under each “‘subject’’ list the 
things you want each group to present 
at the final assembly after the hunt is 
over. Include assignments which te- 
quire ‘“homework’’—searching some- 
where outside the meeting place—in 
order to prepare for the final “class. 
room’’ presentation. 

Here’s a sample list which you and 
your committee can enlarge upon to fit 
your Own group: 

ENGLISH—a poem from “Mothers 
Goose” given aloud; a headline 
from the last issue of the schoo! 
newspaper; a joke of less thar 
fifteen words; a copy of this issue 
of LUTHER LIFE. 

(Make sure that each poem, etc.. 
is given by a different person.) 


MUSIC—a record of the top popula 
song of the week; a song playe 
on wax paper and comb; th 
school alma mater sung by a quar 


collect yourself 
it’s time for school 


tet of boys; a copy of the oldest 
Christian hymn (just for your in- 
formation, the angels sang 
“Gloria in Excelsis’’ on the first 
Christmas). 


ART—a drawing or cartoon of the 
team’s captain; a collection of 
government engraved portraits of 
three U. S. presidents (confi- 
dentially, these can be found on 
coins or stamps). 


GEOGRAPHY—the number of park- 
ing meters on Elm Street between 
First and Second Avenues; the 
name of the country from which 
we got Hymn 129 in the Com- 
mon Service Book; the name of 
the country that’s our current 
Missions theme (just for your in- 
formation, it’s Africa). 


But don’t let us do everything for 
you. Go on and add your own ideas, 
following this theme. Add things that 
would apply to your neighborhood or 
to your group’s interest, objects to find 
and information to dig out. You could 
include the names of articles in the 
window of a local store, the names of 
movies at nearby theatres, the names 
of all active leaguers (without using 
the roll book), the color of the pas- 


by DAVID ZIEGLER 


tor’s eyes, and any other amusing, use- 
less bits of “knowledge” or “‘skills.” 
The more amusing the better. 


You can finish your list by adding 
a heading of ‘Home Economics,” and 
assign each group a different part of 
the refreshments, telling them where 
to pick it up—at the store where 
you've ordered it, or from the home 
of a committee member. Make sure 
that it will take about as long to get, 
say, the potato chips as it does the soft 
drink. 

You could also have a “Physical 
Education’”’ section, which would as- 
sign each team a task in preparing for 
a closing song or worship period— 
bringing a certain number of hymnals, 
setting up chairs, etc. 


After time is up, have your group 
reassemble. Let each captain present 
each item as you name it. For example, 
when you call for a poem, each team 
captain sends up a team member to 
“recite” any front. of «the «chaser! 
“Grade” the teams according to the 
number of things they've completed 
in the time allowed. Reward the best 
team by “dismissing” it first (to the 
refreshment line). 

Close your program with some sing- 
ing—school songs, of course. 
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by EUGENE HOEFTMAN 


THE FIVE PENNIES 


Paramount 

Sentimental biography of band lead- 
er ‘‘Red” Nichols as played by Danny 
Kaye but sound-tracked by Red him- 
self on the horn. Co-starring Barbara 
Bel Geddes as wife, and Louis Arm- 
strong as real life friend. Lots of music, 
most of it loud and fast. Version of 
“Battle Hymn of the Republic” is an 
early hit. At peak of career (late 
1930s) he disappears from the world 
of music to devote himself to his 
polio-ridden daughter. Finale of pic- 
ture relates to his comeback. Vista- 
Vision and Technicolor. 


IT HAPPENED TO JANE 


Columbia 

There’s more to lobsters than just 
the eating, as you will find out in this 
Doris Day-Jack Lemmon-Ernie Kovacs 
comedy in color. Doris, a young 
widow with two small children to sup- 
port, turns to the lobster business as 
a means Of livelihood. First thing you 
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know she’s involved in a big lega 
battle with Ernie’s railroad over 
spoilage loss due to negligence. Jac! 
is a little over his head as her lawye 
but gives battle valiantly nevertheless 
And a battle royal it is too, witl 
no holds barred on Ernie’s part! Davi: 
and Goliath spectacle finally stirs pub 
lic opinion into a sort of chain re 
action. Two songs. Your sympathie 
are with Doris and Jack, but tha 
Ernie Kovacs is really quite a boy 
This time he has a shaved head. 


DON’T GIVE UP THE SHIP 


Paramount 


Obvious man to blame when th 
Navy Dept. inventory turns up on 
destroyer escort short (value 5 millio: 
dollars) is inept Lt. Jerry Lewis. Un 
able to produce either the ship o 
the money he is in deep trouble, a 
usual. Dina Merrill and Diana Spence 
are two lookers who brighten up th 
picture considerably, at least for th 
audience. Somewhat tired plot. 


ALIAS JESSE JAMES 


Jnited Artists 


Bob Hope, unsuccessful as a pioneer 
life insurance agent, pulls the biggest 
soner of his career when he sells a 
$100,000 policy to outlaw Jesse James 
(Wendell Corey). The only way he 
‘an redeem himself in the eyes of the 
‘company is to follow Wendell west to 
ee that nothing untoward befalls their 
olicyholder! Rhonda Fleming is the 
eauteous beneficiary. 

Strictly for laughs, the loudest of 
which come in the finale when numer- 
us unannounced guest stars of the 
vestern variety (crackshots all!) re- 
nforce Bob’s firepower in the big gun 
vattle scene. Color. 


Armstrong and Kaye 


THE WORLD, THE FLESH AND 
THE DEVIL 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

With a tremendous performance by 
Harry Belafonte (onstage practically 
the entire time) this is the eerie story 
of a world destroyed by man himself. 

At first Belafonte seems to be the 
only survivor (he was trapped below 
ground in a mine shaft) and he roams 
the empty streets of a deserted New 
York shouting his name (interesting 
bit of psychology) but receiving no 
reply. Then Inger Stevens appears 
(from a decompression chamber) and 
finally Mel Ferrer, by boat. 

Suddenly the problem shifts from 
a mere matter of survival to one in- 


volving racial matters as well! Pic- 
ture’s ending makes no pretense of 
solving anything (in the nature of 
man, that is) and indeed, it’s hard to 
know just what you might have ex- 
pected. One almost wordless scene in 
a church is the only religious refer- 
ence. CinemaScope. 


THE DIARY OF ANNE FRANK 
20th-Fox 

Two Jewish families sought by the 
Dutch Gestapo go into hiding in 
secret living quarters over an Amster- 
dam factory. For two years they exist 
there in an atmosphere of extreme 
suspense, trying to keep alive a flicker 
of hope. Unable to make a sound dur- 


Millie Perkins 


vue 
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ing business hours nor even to show 
themselves at a window, they are com- 
pletely dependent upon faithful Chris. 
tian friends who regardless of personal 
risk shelter and feed them. 

Drama of faith and courage under 
the most trying of circumstances; a 
masterpiece of filmmaking! Newcomer: 
Millie Perkins and Richard Beymet 
are girl and boy combination whose 
blossoming love for each other will 
wring your heart. Picture runs three 
hours with intermission. CinemaScope. 


WATUSI 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

George Montgomery, Taina Elg and 
David Farrar on safari thru darkest 
Africa in search of the legendary 
“King Solomon’s Mines.” 
Enough thrills and chills for any 
Saturday matinee audience. Tech- 
nicolor. 


PORK CHOP HILL 

United Artists 

Another little piece of the 
“police action’’ in Korea is re- 
| played for effect. Psychological 
| warfare is employed by the 
enemy both at the front (P.A. 
system on the battlefield) and 
back at the Panmunjon peace ne- 
gotiations. Gregory Peck, com- 
pany commander, is in hot water 
almost from the very beginning 
of his move. Bad morale, flood- 
lights at the wrong time, snarled 
communications almost 
everything that can go wron 
does. All male cast. Good bu 


| not great war picture. 


BATS 
and 
BIBLES 


SOLDIERS OF THE WORD. By 
John M. Gibson. New York: Philo- 
sophical Library, $3.75. 304 pages. 
Fortunately, Soldiers of the Word 

has a sub-title that most adequately 

describes this volume: “The Story of 
the American Bible Society.” 

This is the most complete and up- 
to-date history of the birth and growth 
of the Society which has the distinc- 
tion of having distributed more than 
one-half billion copies of the Scrip- 
tures since 1816—the date of its or- 
ganization. 

Our Church—the ULCA—has had, 
and continues to have, a participating- 
interest in the spread of the “Good 
News’ through the efforts of the 
ABS. 

—LESLIE CONRAD, JR. 


THE BABE AND I. By Mrs. Babe 
Ruth. Englewood Cliffs, N. J.: 
Prentice-Hall. $3.95. 215 pages. 
There have been a lot of players 

who participated in the game of base- 

ball since the day it was first fielded 
by Col. Abner Doubleday. But there’s 
never been a ball player the likes of 

George Herman “‘Babe’’ Ruth. 

Just as Yankee Stadium is known 
as “the house that Ruth built,” so 
baseball might be called “the game 
that Ruth put on the map.” 

Babe Ruth did just about every- 
thing with flash and flair. There were 
few days during his heyday when he 
wasn't in the headlines—for one rea- 
son or another, Sometimes the truth 
was reported, and sometimes it wasn’t. 

Mrs. Babe Ruth, the author, at- 
tempts to give an honest, straight- 
forward report on “the Babe”’ in this 
latest biography about “the King of 
Swat.”’ She concentrates on Babe Ruth 
—the human being—instead of Babe 
Ruth—baseball’s record-maker. And 
the finished product is commendably 
put together. 

—LESLIE CONRAD, JR. 
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Cea ume 


by DAR ROA 


Luke 16:19-31 

Every parable has but one main 
point with lesser learnings attached. 
What is Christ's point here? Lots of 
related questions pop out of this pas- 
sage. Is there a second chance after 
death, 26? Miracles don’t move people 
even today. Only the Holy Spirit can, 
ails 


Ezekiel 2:1-7 

Ezekiel was warned from the be- 
ginning that being called to the life 
of a prophet offered hardship and per- 
secution. What were the people like 
he was to minister to? Mark the repe- 
tition of rebel. Sound like teeners in 
our time? See Romans 3:23. 


John 5:39-47 

5:39 is well worth memorizing. 
Underline Search the scriptures because 
.. . they witness to me. Jesus and life 
are synonymous. Be sure to compare 
John 14:6 and the key to this life in 
John 20:31. 


Ephesians 4:11-16 
This beautiful passage encour- 
ages us to know that God has gifted 


us with special gifts. What for, 12? 
Note the goal, 13! How close have you 
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AUGUST 


come? Have you been contributing or 
detracting in the lives of your friends ? 
Practice 15 today. 


Luke 24:44-49 

Jesus believes that the whole Old 
Testament, the law of Moses, and the 
prophets and the Psalms spoke of 
Him. Mark when you read Old Testa- 
ment passages a cross next to passages 
giving you glimpses of Jesus. Ask Him 
each time you open your Bible to do 
as He did in 45. Where does our 
witness begin? Underline you are wit- 
nesses! In what ways today ? 


Luke 13:22-30 

Jesus was journeying toward 
Jerusalem. He knew exactly where He 
was going. What is your primary goal 
in life? What is hell like, 28? Heaven 
is where Jesus is, John 14:3. Hell is 
where Jesus isn’t. Hell means separa- 
tion from God. Practice 30 today. 


7 Isaiah 55:1-7 

Read this strikingly beautiful pas- 
sage aloud. Find yourself in 1? Ask 
yourself 2a. 3a reminds of Romans 
10:17, a further encouragement to a 
faithful “Quiet Time.” Memorize 6. 
Note how thoughts are ancesters to 


deeds. You're not too far from Christ! 
He will abundantly pardon! 


John 4:4-14 

Though Jews did not associate 
with Samaritans, Jesus did! Evidently 
Jesus was easy to converse with, 9, even 
on delicate questions. Contrast 13 and 
14. Memorize 14. We can’t overlook 
the clincher, 15. Only when our need 
is acute enough does our will bend to 
make such a request. 


Jeremiah 3:13-17 

The Northern Kingdom, Judea, 
100 years earlier had been carried 
away captive by the Assyrians. The 
Southern Kingdom, Judah, blind to 
the reason for Israel’s fall not only 
refused to repent but under the wicked 
reign of King Manasseh sunk lower 
into deep depravity. Yet God’s prom- 
ises held. 


10 Matthew 11:25-30 

Jesus’ relationship to His Father 
was frequently and obviously full of 
gratitude, 25. Memorize 28. Contrast 
the ways we try to deal with our loads. 
What's the secret of finding rest for 
your soul? A yoke is used to team two 
workers together like a team of oxen. 


1 Corinthians 14:1-4, 23-25 
/ / Underline three gifts here that 
are yours as a Christian, 3. List con- 
crete ways you have been using these 
three gifts this week. In what specific 
ways do you plan to use them today? 
Observe that this passage follows im- 
mediately the “love chapter.” 


12 1 Corinthians 1:20-25 

" Do what la suggests. Brethren 
(plural) suggsets that you too have 
a call. Every Christian does, Lights 


need to be hooked up to the source of 
power. How’s your hook-up today? 
Underline the first 10 words of 30. 
Linger long on each description of our 
relation to God in Christ, 30. 


13 James 2:1-9 


This passage is for Christians 
only. Do your friendships show loyalty 
to the Lord in not making distinctions 
among yourselves? Even if you are 
poor in the world you can be rich in 
faith and heirs of the Kingdom! If you 
are, ‘in Christ’’ then you are a child of 
the King! You have the rights of a 
prince! 


14 Luke 19:1-10 

Jesus always has time to visit 
with seekers. What kind of fellow 
was Zacchaeus? Do we ever crowd 
Christ out? Christ will come even to 
your home; you're not too great a 
sinner. When Jesus comes, joy comes, 
6. Why did Jesus come all the way 
from heaven, 10? 


15 Isaiah 12:1-16 


That day refers both to today 
and eternity. Why the thanks. 1? 
What's the antidote for fear, 2? Is 
your Christian life loaded with joy? 
We find joy in the surrender of our 
sins and of ourselves. Especially sur- 
render to His service, 4. The object of 
thanks here? 


16 Luke 7:36-50 


Thank God that Jesus seeks to 
save sinners! Is He interested in you? 
Only if you’re a sinner. Thank God 
for sin-sensitivity. Strangely, Christians 
shrink from socializing with sinners. 
What is the relationship between for- 
giveness and love, 47b? Find the cause 
and the result of salvation, 50. 
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17 Luke 15:11-32 
Find in this “greatest short 


story ever told” (a) what man is like 

(in the younger and older son), (b) 

what God is like (in the Father,) and 

(c) how God and man get together. 

List in three columns. The result, 24, 
Romans 4:1-8 


oe 

18 This terrific illustration on the 
two ways to get in good with God is 
portrayed beautifully by Abraham. See 
Genesis 15. While salvation roots in 
faith, works are its fruit. The source 
of our salvation is in what Christ has 
done not what we have to do. We need 
to quit trying and continue trusting. 


7 Romans 5:1-5 
You need 5:1; memorize it 
well. How do we get peace with God? 
What value is suffering, 3? Whatever 
comes my way I can take if I am a 
Christian, 5! Compare Phil. 4:19. 
Isaiah 43:22-28 


2 0 Pray through every word and 
phrase in 25. Linger on each, telling 
God what it says to you. We have no 
right to remember sins God has for- 
given and Himself forgotten! Rehash- 
ing our old sins is Satan’s trick to lead 
us to eventual death, 30. 


2/ Matthew 18:21-35 


Jesus illustrates His points with 
parables. A parable has but one major 
point even as a circle intercepts a plane 
at only one point. What's Christ’s point 
here? Does Jesus infer that we are to 
forgive only up to 78 times? Have you 
had to ask for forgiveness repeatedly ? 
We cannot expect to be forgiven un- 
less we are forgiving, 35. 
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2 John 8:2-11 

Christ had much more patien 
with sinners than with so called sain 
Adultery indicates sexual impurity wi 
serious consequences, 5. 1 wonder wh 
He wrote, 8. How come it says th 
heard it instead of “they saw it?” WI 
was it the eldest that left first? 


2 2 Corinthians 2:5-11 

Paul’s spirit of forgiveness c 
be better appreciated if we review 
severe Order to the friends at Corin 
(1 Cor. 5:3-5), delivering to Sat 
an incestuous person. This lead to 
disturbing revolt against Paul. He w 
willing to forgive. Any pain in t 
Christian life is felt by all the me 
bers, 5. 


24 Isaiah 40:1-8 
Friends who are still struggli 


in their sins need the welcome ne 
that her warfare is ended, that h 
iniquities are pardoned! Check f 
note on 3. Marvelous music has be 
wedded to these words. Hum the 
Anchor to that which lasts, 8! W 
memorize 8? 


2 Matthew 18:15-20 

Each of us has a terrific capac 
ty for tensions. God graciously pr 
vides a definite way to resolve the 
What are His three steps here? T 
Christian life is never easy! Taking 
initiative to right a wrong takes a m 
turing Christian! The beautiful pro 
ise of 19 gets added luster in this co 
text. 


26 Romans 15:1-7 % 
An exhilaration in the Chri 
tian life is our mutual capacity to e 
courage each other, Sometimes 


strengthen our neighbor for his good 
by rejecting his requests. When and 
why? Christians get their cues from 
Christ, 3. Why were the scriptures 
written, 4? How can you put 7 into 
practice today ? 


2/ Galatians 6:1-5 
Only Christians can understand 


this. Is it written for Christians only? 
If suggests a capacity for Christians to 
trespass. Compare Romans 3:23. How 
does one go about correcting a fellow 
Christian, 1? Faults in others serve to 
mirror our own. Are 2 and 5 contradic- 


tory? 
2 Matthew 19:16-26 

Not all stories have happy end- 
ings. Why did this young man go away 
sorrowful? Contrast keeping the com- 
mandments with come, follow me. We 
follow not principles but a Person! 
Underline with God all things are pos- 
sible. 


2 Mark 9:38-41 

40 could be terrifying. Why? 
Or comforting. How? Thank God that 
you can serve Christ by serving His 
creatures, both human and animal. We 
can love Him only as we express love 
to others. 


3 Philippians 3:12-16 

Paul pictures himself as an ath- 
lete straining to press on in the race. 
He feels that he has not already arrived 
but with one goal forgetting what lies 
behind he strains forward to what lies 
ahead. What are your goals? 

Proverbs 1:7-19 


3] Fear means awe and respect. 
Fools despise knowledge; therefore, 
they do not know God. This reference 
is directed at young people, 8:11-14 
sounds like an invite from a gang 
leader. Does 19 refer to physical or 
spiritual lives? 


A friend once wrote Mark Twain a letter stating that he 
was in very bad health, and concluding: “Is there anything 
worse than having a toothache and earache at the same 


time?” 


The humorist wrote back: “Yes, rheumatism and Saint 


Vitus’ dance.” 


The hotel clerk was growing impatient as the prospect 
took so long to read the names on the register. “Just sign on 
that line, please,” he suggested. 

The prospect was indignant and retorted, “Young man 
I’m too old a hand to sign anything without readin’ it.” 
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CLATTER 
by CONRAD 


next to nil 


Hs my selection as the “Best 
Quote of the Year” so far: 

“If the Russians announced today 
they were going to send a man to hell, 
there would be at least two govern- 
ment agencies before the Appropria- 
tions Committees of Congress tomor- 
row, with their public relations men, 
asking for money on the ground we've 
got to get there first! And what I can’t 
understand is that Congress would give 
them the money!” 

Vice Admiral Hyman G. Rickover 
produced the above quotation in a 
hearing before the Space Committee 
of the U. S. House of Representatives. 

Rickover was blasting Congress’ 
willingness to spend billions on 
weapons and mere thousands on im- 
proving schools and educational op- 
portunities. The Admiral is so right! 


It has all but reached the place where 
it is “un-Americanistic’’ to question 
expenditures on “defense and outer 
space development.”” Moon occupation 
is seemingly more important than men- 
tal occupation. “We've got to get to 
the moon first!”’ 

No one seems to be able to offer a 
plausible reason just “why”’ it’s so ur- 
gent to plant some space-dizzied Yank 
—either dead or alive—on the moon’s 
crust, except that the Russians are 
obsessed with the same bit of nonsense. 


Let’s squarely face this fact: The 
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Church has very little direct or indirect 
influence on the major national and 
international governmental decisions 
that are being made today either in 
Canada or the U.S.A. Makes no differ- 
ence whether it’s price supports, for- 
eign aid, hydrogen bombs, labor 
unions, missile development, space 
travel or education, the influence of 
religion is next to nil! 

Politicians are calling the shots, and 
politicians seldom —if ever — allow 
their brand of religion to interfere 
with political expediency. 

One of the prime examples this year 
was the speed with which both branch- 
es of the U. S. Congress passed the 
bill extending Universal Military 
Training for four more years. Church 
leaders and church organizations—in- 
cluding the United Christian Youth 
Movement—appeared in Washington 
to point up UMT’s costly futility. In 
fact, nobody either in the military or 
outside seemed to offer good reasons 
for continuing such an expensive de- 
fense bolstering program.” 

Yet, when the bills were put to both 
branches of the Congress, they all but 
set records for quick passage. A hand- 
ful of House Representatives voted 
“nay,’’ while only one senator was bold 
enough to cast his vote against the 
extension of UMT. 

If the Church hasn’t communicated 
its message to the rest of its members 
any more effectively than it has to its 
governmental-serving legislators, then, 
the Church is in a pretty sorry state of 
affairs. Or maybe the legislators just 
don’t really care what the Church says. 

On second thought, maybe a let’s- 
start-it-all-over existence on the moon 
is not a bad idea, after all! 


